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Tntroduction

Smpehdes first sight it Mi?ht appear strange to relate the trdvels of the Apcstle

Paul to the Adriatic and t Odj seus. Yet, in St, LuPe's Acts of the Apostles it is

clearly stated that on the fourteenth n1§h+ the shln carrylng the Apostle was drlven up
and down in Adria (Acta 27:27). The word "Odquey" conveya the 1dea of bnlng drlven off -
the course by unfavourable W1nds as 1n the case of Odysseus, fno, after the TrOJan warg‘
fvnds hlmself being tOoS?d about and succesvlvely v131t1ng numerous unknown regionsv
untli 1031ng all his ships and men, he arrlves alcne on the 1sland of CalVPbO 1§

The name of St,. Paul is yenerajly asqoc1ated w1th quch well known 31tes as Jeruoalem3
Cyprus, Ephesus, qalnnlca, Athensg Corinth, ﬂalta and Home, and mcst v151tors to the
Ealmatian coast are prabably not even arare that one of the most eharmlng 1slands off ;
the Pelgesaa peninsula north of Dubrovnik may have been blesqed bv 1ts associatlon with :
the Apostle Paul, neveral elder and more recent Fuide—books to the Dalmatlan coastal
region and Islands refer in one or two sentences to St.Paul's shlpﬁreck on Hlaet, tnough,,;
unfOTtunately, wzthout any fu*ther references and explanatlons. In the 18th and 19th
centuries several scholarly aissertatlons were written about ot.“aul'q shlpwrﬂck on the
Dalmatian coast, but these books and articles are unavallable to most tourlsts and
ﬁravelers interested in the Jourpeys of the Apo t]e. hhile v1s1t1nc Dubrovnik I have heand;:
oeople ask questions about the llkeLlhOOd of %t.Paul's Sﬂlp being vrecked on the shozes
of Mljet in the Adriatlc Sea. The f011ow1ng pages are written in resoonse to thisk " |
) interest in the hope that they will qtlrulate the historlcal]y and religlously 1nterested
traveler to the Dalmatian coast. “"‘ k e o ’

For our source. materlal we have relied nrlmarjmy upon. the Acts of the Apostles,

seqael of the Gospcl of Stlluke, written betw&wn ten and twcnty Vears after St Baul's
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shipwréck, i.e. 70 = 80 A.D. The relevant passagés describing~ﬁhe final journej of the
Apostle from Caesarea in ?alestiné'to‘Romek(Acﬁs 27‘and 28) were writteh in the first
person plural, thms implying to be the narrative of an eye-witness, wbo was also the
author of the wark. A1l quotations from the Holy Scriptures are from the Authorized
King James Version. In addition we have used the testimony of ﬁhe ancient Greek and
Roman authors tp help us in the reconstruction of the geographical limits of the Sea of
Adria in the Apostoiic Fra. For the quotations from the classics We'have relied upon
the various translations in The Loeh Claqslcal Labrany series. Aware of the confllcting
claims as to the site of St.Paul's shipwreck we do not intend to appear in any way
dogmatic about o:éfcigéfhe other tsiamk, At the same timeg howaver, we feel that the
tradltion which places the site of StoPaul‘s shipwreck on the Adrlatic 1sland of Melltﬁ

or Mljet ought to be given sericus consideration.

Athens, 1973 - : ' e "k N ‘Otto Meinardus
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The Island of Mljet ot Melite

" Sto.Paul in Dalmatia ? #ho would expect the Apostle Paul to be received and hospitably

entertained by a local or Roman official on the island of iljet, a few miles north of

tubrovwnik ? In the following pages we hope to demonstrate that Mljet or Helita Tllyrica

may be just as possible & site for St.Paul's shipwreck and 'nvaluntany visit as the

Teland of liglta, which was also known as ﬁelitah>39nfu3ion about the location of the

-

Apogtlets shipﬁTack iz partly caused ?v ih 3r”b*enAﬁf lc:utlng the Biblical Isiaznd of

which has been idﬁntified with bhoth islanﬁs, falta and WX Mjet V-

very com*én'nahe among the'ancieﬁt Greeksﬁ‘ﬂne Qf thq may
Decearms °\ éﬁ;d1ﬂﬁﬁmmdﬁﬂim;&ﬁﬂmm?%EEEQ?%Mie
iz one of the Mereides, while alqo Aepeng! firsﬁ‘wifé was‘célled ﬁélite, the dauﬁhtér
of Hoples, According to a late traditian Werpc?esiﬁndiﬁélite had a son named Hyllus.
plwte was also the name of tho h@r01ne of the u1t1¢ ﬂemo feliﬁe, which included the

Pnyx ooposite the Athenian acropo1is. 5trabo, the 15t century 0eodraoher of Amasia,

informs us that VPlLfP was also fh@ mma of a 1ake in Acarnanla as well as the name of

the i~land of Samathrace.,

Mk'otw

g the ﬁoqt‘southerly of the 1arwer xalmatlan 1s]ands, dljet

senarated frqm %he ?o1weoat Dﬂnnnﬂula Fy the

Chanael » Flteo \
¥ljet %=w=2 (¥1jetski kanal). Pliny fheCFT?fr (23 - 79 A U.) Weﬁtlonﬂ__ln—his_da%vral

25 { KerduldZ3
History that ’twpntv—ilve miles from Is saﬁ}s the 1s]and oalled Corcyraﬁfina"ﬁ»t&azya&s

#oppiy), and between it and ?}lyrlcum is Veleda, fron whﬁch accord1ng to C ]?1machuo

?altese terriers get their name“ ]Mljet or Melita TWermca.was the 1sland to hthh

~N

| Ap951laus cf Anazarboy ﬁhe father of the poet Onaian,waq banished by fhe Pmporor

Severus (146-211 AGB@} for not hav:np shown the proper reenect for the erown. Goplan9
who had followed h1 Fa+he? in exlle, POW“Oqtd hpre hle DOetry on huntlnp ‘and fishing,
T

sbout 536 A.D, the 1311nd heoame part of %he Paqfern Foman Fmvlre, fater it

thc‘cnﬂ%ro%jéé the 8lavs

,;kand then of thc mlers of Zahumlge,

To this period belong the pre-%oman9que chapel° of St Andrew and %t.‘luhael i

the c.ap;/‘a/of H{/d‘—'//

vicinity of Habino Holje,f@hizﬁ R reuonutructod in tha UOthlb period In 1151, Zwpan

EQaataa,¥&¥er—of-iaﬁ&m¥3a prcﬁented the ~hu1e 131and to the benedictine wonks 1rcm

Palsano Abbey on Wonte Gargano in Apulla. Nno erected an aLbey on th“ 1qland in Vellk0'

W
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‘J07ero, thereby 1n1tiat1 the veriod o

lomanesque ﬂrnhitec+ure. n 1333 the Posnian
e \‘/I&Mf W @ / y aizd Dabrovind,

Fan sfgeoan Yofroman ﬂredentpd the 1qland to the Rewub]lc of Rapusa, and from that time
the island was ruled by a count req1dent in “ahano Pﬂlgec;ln 1345 the island obtained

a s%atute of it? own. Num rous Gothlc Lhurcheq were built 1n the lhtn and l%th centuries

.7, anchVWuo aqd St ﬂeorge in tne ﬂaTth of ablno rolae, the Church uf the Holy
'@wfnitv in rrozura and thm'Ghurch of wt Vid iﬁ foxlba In tde latter pa the 16th
L and Ay ﬁﬂ//

‘O“ntuwv “ljﬁt b came exwosod to the a%hac ﬁéh%#e=q§¥a%€svof Uluz— Alﬂ””Tm modern t:mﬂs

;U-s

weL ba “heen :nown ior J svnpular oqeqomeron, which in ibl? and the fOllO‘lnf two
‘7ears and dUdlﬂ in LQ°3, gave the 001cn+1f1 wvrld sah;ecn for ”lscuS°10ﬂ. It haﬂ

the ef)ect cf 1oud thunﬁnr, whoreuoon Lt rea81ved the name 'Uetond zione di Meleda', the

‘ﬁaune of qlc1 was artflnuted to some subterraﬂean agencv, The Penedictine wonastery,

vacant for uany vears, was traanorm 1nto a tourist hot el in 1959.

{’St; Paul 3 A Plographica* ﬂote

ot.laul, bhe areat Acostle ts %he uentlles, holds a ﬂlhce in the Church of Jesus
bhrlst second only to +hat of the Founder. Althouph we are 1gnorant as to the exact
date of his blrﬁh, we may assume that he wa horn around tne beginning of the Christe
ian era in lérgus, onq of the prlnclpal citles:of the Roman province of Ciliecia, in
woutnern Asia Jlnor,nﬁlrst}y, his'birth és a free éiﬁiéen_in‘a Roman @rbvince made him
a Woman o1t1zen Qggi_~5?°“§}¢‘? ?‘nﬂiy, he held fuli riahts as a citizen of his natiﬁe
01tv, of whlch he was wroud glc%s 21 39) ‘Thirzlyg he was "a Hebrew, born of Hebrews”

strict Jew1qh oarent 'e was a Jﬁw as much as he was a Tarsian and a Roman, and thlc

th”ec—fuid 1deqt1t7 haa helned to ma&e hLm qhoh a controver31a1 person. 1o the Hebrews

in the dlaspora he empha51zed hls_Jewlsh orlgin aud character; ‘with the Creeks he con-

versed in their native tongue; with the Roman authorities le stressed his claims as a

Homan citigen.

From his sratempnts in hi%‘letfers we un@erﬂtand that he wés‘bTOUHbt up as a strict
Jews not as a 7diducee, but rather as a Eharisea. "are thev Pebrews 7 S0 am I. Are they
Esraelites 7 So am I, are uhey descenddnts of hbrdham ? So am- E" (II Gor, 11:22),"Circun
cised on the elghth dayg of thc oeonle of Igraelg of the tribe of Fengam1ns a Hebrew

born of Hebrews; As to the 1&w a aharisee” f}hll 3 S). His JGW1bh name Saul had been
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bestfowed upon him inr memory of the firqt kiné of the Jewish‘natﬁon. Nonethless, there
vare éfrong Hellenis 110 1nf1uences upon his nersonallty. The Jangnagﬂ of his childhood
was Jrcek, as was the 1anguage in ﬂhich all his. letters were wrlften. The readiness with
which he exprassed himqelf in Greek shows a command of the language he couwld hardly have
attained had it not been the famlllar speech of hls youthakﬂe had learned Hebrew and
while studvlnp under Gamallel at Jerusalem (Acts 29 3) he must have acquired a thorough
knowledge of that lan?uagea : ;

About his family we know next to nofhlng. He morely aliuded te hls father. Ve know that
his sister had a son {gggg 232 16), and_he referr@d to some distant rolahveu (pom. 16 7,
11, 21). He made no mention - ihatqoever of his mofher. Hls bhy51cal appearance is unknown

to us. According to the apocryphal Acts of Paul and Thecla he vas a man, small in size,

bald-headed, oandy-legced, well-built, with eyebrows meetlng, rather long nosed, full

of graceb Tor sometimes he fwmke seems Jlke a man, and sometimes he had the countenanLe
of an anpel." Une of the earliest 1cono?ranh1c reoreqentatlon @f hlm aprears on the

hth century Roman sarcophagus of the Consul Junius Bassus, now 1n the crypt of St.Peterts
in Rome, This relief shows Ste Pdul belnp 1ed to hls death by two so]dierso He has a long
face with a high forehead and thick beard. He 13 wearlng a tunlc, a ﬁnee-lenpth under»"
garment, and over it he wears a pa]llum or cleak° His arms are tlcd behlnd.hms back.,

We do not know hoa;r old Saul was when he moved fmm ’I‘arsus to Jer’uaalem, where he
encountered the new sectarlan movement of Chr1 ians. It is at this polnt that Ste Iuke Do
bepinthhe story of‘his DerqécutionskéfKthé Deople of the ne%'falth, hls conversion on
the Damascus Road, and his heroic serv1ce for his newly discovered Lords ﬁé ceased to
be the Jewish rabbi, pexhaps even a ‘member of the Sanhedrln, and became Paul the Apostle,
the chief fipure in the early vears of the Ghrlstlan bhurchel fd |

After é number of jears 3t .Paul toéether w1th Barnabas was coﬁmissibned by thekChurch
in Antioch for the work of nroclalming the Coepel to the Gentllese‘ﬁﬁls habonned mrobably
in late summer of h6 A D. Accomﬁanied at the outset by John Wark, they embarked at
Seleucia and sailed to Cypruq, Qnere they preached in oalamls and Paphos. From Cyprus
they crossed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John Mark left them and returned to Jerusalem,
The apostles, however, contimued their journey to‘Pisidién Antioch, Iconium, Iystra and
Derbe where they established the Galatian congregations to whom St.Paul later addressed -

his Ietter to the Galatians. The Apostles reiraced their footsteps by the same route
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revisiting the newly established conpregations before they took a ship from Attaleia
for Seleucia and Antioch. Althouph on this fqut mlﬁqlonary ]ourney 3, 1:31} touched

: ‘ neLthe(ess
only comﬁaratlvelv unlmportant dz%%rlctc and t va, jﬁi the re,ults Werehfar reaching,

the (0@901 had been preached succesqfu‘]y to yhe (anbllea 10; the {irst tinme, and

Christian con*regatlons had been stabllﬂhed beyond the\confines of Palestine., Upon

tnelr return to Antioch the Apost]e went, up to Jeruvalem to report and give account

af ﬁheir work among the Centiles. Some tlme 1atcr we flnd the Auogtle reuﬂy to dembar&

on his second mis sgionary journey, which was to Lake h1m thrﬂugh the C;tlﬁs of Asia

“Finor to Troy and then on to the provinces of Macedonia and Achala. bon regations

sprung up in'Philippi; Thes salonica and Corinth in resronse to hlS nreachlna. Tt was
during this jﬂnrﬁey that St. aul% delavered ﬂlq iamous Areonagus Dpeeﬂh in Athens

and ministered for eighteen ﬂonths to the nnwly formed church in Corlnuh, After an
absence of nearly three yearu, the Apostle felt nho need for reV1s1t1nP his bvethren &
in the churches of Syria and petfinn in touch acaln w1th the churcp in Jerusalem,

After a brief stay in Palestine, St.Paul denarted for the Tnlrd and f:nal tlme from
Antioch, tne 1ndoscensable link between Jerusalem‘and the Gentlle world With un=~
wearied n1351onary zeal he rev151ted +he churcheq of ch1a, bycaonla and 181d1a 11efore

settling in lpheuus for a period of fhren V@ars. 'hen the Apostle arrlved in the city .

of blana—Artem1s, he found Aquila and 1rlocilla, who had been hlS companions in

Forlnth, already there, %t Tuke lnf”THS us of the COHleCtS whlch.wt.faul éxner%erced

with the J9w1sh excorvlqts and the gulld of silversmlths whlch 1ed to the riot in
the Ephesian theatre and his subqeauenf departure from Euheausﬁ Once more he v1sited
his churches in F“ac:edonfa.a and Achaia b@fore r@turn1ng to Jerusalem. he salled from
the little port of Assos south of the Troad to Hlletus where he dellvered his touching
farewell message to the elders of Fnhesus. From there he oalled via Rhodec to Tyre, |
where St,.Paul was warmly welcomed by the dlsc1p1es before contlnulng hls JOurney to
Caesarea, the startlng polnh of the road to Jerusalem.f‘ |

In Eood tlme for the JeﬁlSh Feast of Pentecost St Paul entered the Holy City, wER
where he was well received by James and the elders of the church. Accuged for brlnp-
ing a Gentile into the Temple, his enemies attempted to kill him, and it was only
through the interferénce of a Roman centurion that thelhpqstle was rescued from the

angry mob. St.Paul, however, insisted to witness to the Jews who contimed assailing
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him until he was led before the Semhedrinm. He was takén‘intc custody by the Homans and
eventually transferred to Cgesare& to appear‘before Félix‘the procufator of Judaea and
later before Festus, who had replaced Felix. In the ﬁfesence of ﬁéstus St.Paul made the
decisive appeal “Caeaarem anneilo 3 which led to his journey to Rome.

"1 stand at Caes&r's judgment seat, wﬁere I nght‘to be jﬁdged: to the Jews have I done
no urongrq as thou very well Lnowesﬁ~ For if I be an offep&er, or have comuitted amy
thing worthy of death, I reiuse not to dlez but 1f there be none of fhebc +}Ln"9
whercof these accuge me, no man mey deliver me unto themu T appeal unto Cae esar. Then
Festus, ﬁhen he Fad\confefred with the counC1l, arswered, %aﬂi hough qwoosle unto

Caesar ? unto Caesar shalt thou go.” : ‘
o Acts 2521012

Un the occasion of the royal visit to Caesarea, Festus arranged that the Apostie be
presented to King Herod Agripre II and his 51ster qHTDlCG befove whon he Wad@ his famous -
-defense, which resulted in the royal verdfheb: "Tni% men n-ght beve been set ut Libertyy

if he hsd not appealed unto Caesar" (Acts 26222},

e AT

St,g...a mal..ﬁ. _,Qwe 1o Egm....,

The last two cﬂupter of St.Iuke's gng £ the Qggfleg are Jn N“ny wqys the most dranat
plece of writing of the whole book. Based upon actual Qbservation; the‘Evangelist demnons=
strates his versafaliﬁy in néuticéi:métbefs éﬁd deéétiﬁgs‘thé‘GVénfs in the apprppriate
langnage of seamanshi D‘ Indoed, one wonders where St,.luke uou]d fave acquired so éom@let65

.a command of neubieal terminojngy had %e not spent a,coﬂsiéerable portion of his life at

sea, &nd yet, the story is told because of St,Paul; Qho, thoug;j o prisoner, dom
every br-cisq Since fbaimhl hud )(41ed to ucesar, it wa.g cctezmlncé that ke ;hould sail
to Ttaly wit. a oroup of prl oners AH,the custouy of Jultus,>a centurion of the Augustan
Gohort. The denarture from Caesares tock place obab]y in late autumn, snd no time vas
to be wagted 1f they were to reach Puteoli Hefora tbe Jeditcrran@an veg cl sed for the

»

- winters While Hesiod restricted navigation to fifty days in nidsumner, it -was usual practic

to avoid oailing in the lediterrancan octweﬂn Tovamher 10 and March 10 except for urgent
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domegtic ﬁr‘international business. Nav gatlnp ulthout 8 compasq and sextant the cqptalns
were de endﬁnt unon pooﬁ igibility and mild seaso Whenever stomm clouds veiled the stars,
the ships,naturally gsought the shore br some harbour.

By the lst century A.D. the craft of shipbuilding had much improved, and vessels of qulta
caﬂullefable size wére being constructed; in Mexandrian corn»ghip could ne 120 feet in ‘
length with a tonnage of abowt 1@200. We know that the Apos tle sailed in a ship whilch
carried 276 passengers (or 76 pass engers according to Codoy Vqtlcanus), wh hile Josephus
traVelled to Rome in a ship carrying as many as 600 passen ers. fhe ships weras sailéd by
one large sail on a single mast, which made it difficult to shorten seil and to adapt
navigation to the force of the wind. The IGVerage W1th cne sail an& one mast must have
been tremendous, for the st training of the @asb would gradually'rupture tbe tlnbors of the

ship and thus cauge lesks. In some cases one or & few smaller sails‘uere used, a topsai1§
a stormsail and sometimes’evén émall‘saiis a£ Tow and sterﬁ.‘ From Si.IMke's description

Acts 224D we infer that an grtomon Q s Piggod‘up“sffér”the ship becﬁme disabled, and -
this seems to have heen a small foresail'an: onoxm mag tVS?Opl éhﬁﬁpiy forﬁardo

On the first leg of the }ourney the Apoutle topether‘uith Sﬁ.Iuke and Aristarchus
sailed in a coagtal vegsel from Aaramyfiun, a port south of T“oau, to H&ra, a p‘_* on the
route of the Alexandrian c0rn—sh1ps. Tbelr flrst stop vas in Sluon, where St .Paul was
pernitted tm visit his Tands vho cqred for hlm. After 1eavlng a1ﬂon‘t%ey \m:*e_forcedkbyi
controry winds to run under the lee Of Gypruu. ThPrQ is no agreeﬂent among Scholars ‘
vhether they paesed Cvprus on the:r Ptht or ieft s¢de, thou h 51nce thev “&ll?d Yof'f
Cilieia® we may as serme thﬁt thov tT&VGlled close to 1and trustlna fhat off hore breezes
wbuld help them upthﬂrdso The Western.Text audg that the ]ourne" to vra took them flfteen‘
days which is posnlole it anev eﬁcounuered gdq¢n«0; Zav;nv arrlved in v%a tney enbsr’ ied
on one of he Nralﬁ,xi from Aléx%ndrla, WhLCh usnalty found it iméossibleyﬁs sail
directly t@ Iua]x inst the pre ailling north-west wxnﬁs. These grainshipé were goVernment
vessels, which traHonrted supplies from vapt to Eome. It woﬁid have been easy, %herefm;é,
for the centurion to requisitlon a pagsage for hlmself and hls prisonorsa Again, it was B

a slow and cumbersome Journey agalnst a noth—west Wlnd befo“e ihey arrlved at Cuidus,
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¥ \here the ship tumed south and too}f ﬁ'ﬂélﬁéf in the iee‘ of Cz?é%;e', i.0. to the ¥k south
of Cro*ea By that tfme crew and paoq@ngers vust %ﬂve reallzed tbut thcy were faCﬂnv b 4
weather, for it was wﬂﬁ% di“ficulty that they reached the place called Fhlr Havens nearg
the eity of lLasea, k

We do not know exactly how 1§ng the ship enchored at‘Faié Havens, although it has been
suggested that their stay laéted about three wééks’priér to>the meeting between St.Paul,
the centurlon, the captain, anﬂ the owner, and perhnps even a fev days after the mpetlng
while qutlng for a favourwble uina. Fair H&VGHS’ Lnown in Creek as ka101 Lllenps, is the
name of a small village, a bay, and 8 group of is lets about flVﬁ and a qalf miles west of
Cape Leon on the southern coast of Crete. The first modern descrlptlon of thls Biblical
site comes from the pen of Gaptajn T.A.B. Spratt, wbo comnanded the paddle steamer "Spltm
fire" through the waters off tbe southern coast of Crete. In 1 51 Cuptaln Spratt @nchored
where, a little more than eightepn hundred vears before, St Paul’s shlp had gougnﬁ shelters
Yew 1oatanent in hand, Qprutt went as hore.‘"Upon the d&rk slaty rldge msmu 1mned1atexy
over the western bay fﬂrmlng the haven, we uneyoeCUantly fbund the rulns of a Groek |
chapel, still dedicated to %t Paul, perhaps mark 1ng tbe very gnot where the Apostle hlnself
used to preach to the natlves of Crete when the Gogpel uaﬂ flrSu planted there by hin
durlng the ship's stay. A nmqél part of the site of the old church, enclcqed by four Tow
bv walls of loose stonesg and therefore open to the heavans, is still uch bv the natives
ag a chapel'. Iearby they found frﬂgments of marble as wel;vas the foundations of walls‘
which mey have bolongod to an o]der churcha  f“ Hf E ':(H ‘ ’ s Sa

The existing white chapel, commemoratlng the Apogtle 8 arrivaJ in Grete, is 31tuated on
the brow of the hill overlooklng the bay, It is bu,}t on the 51te of the forner ChuTCha
A fevw éﬁ&ig to the west of tbo church 18 the trad itional cave,kmar?ed by a tali Cross 4
where the Apostle stayed. The feu Houseg of Kaloi Ianenes are scattered around the buy. -
’ o mmmm&%m%

pleturesqutbays” _ ‘ , , : _ . :
During his stay in Kaloi Limenes St. péﬁl neb the ouner and the captain of the ship, and

advised them of the danger of continuing the journey. Hé hed éveryvraagon tojwarn then

e
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for he was speaking from personal experiencea Tkree tlmeb né had been binw"ecked, and at
lpast once he had sp@nt trpntymfour hours in uhe open sea (II Coz‘g 113 ? 5), The oificers of
the ship, however, decided otherwise and uhe centurion accepbed ‘their advice. |
The people of Crete entertain g mmber of traditions about the Aposble's missionany
activities ot their'island. Onig of ‘thess 1s $hit he baniéhed‘poiéoﬁous Snakeskfrdﬁ Crete.,
When Robert Pashley v1bltcd the 1gland ﬁn 18 ;4‘he wes told that, éfter hié residense in
que, S5t Paul rofurned to Crete where he frced the Lnkabltants frcﬁ "irild beasts and nox1ous
anlmals“@ Less than uxenty years later Captain Spratt ancountered a lay brother from a
nearby monastery who tola him a 3P§1ar tale,‘"that whi]e lighting 2 fire on the shore, ths
Apostle Paul was bittcn by a serpent, but it did hxm no harn, altbouoh vcny venomous. From
that time all the snakes in Crete were charmel by ot Paul and became burmless » Diodorus
of Sicily, the first century B.C. hl:torian, held Forakles respcnblble for achicving this
deed, and Pluta reh used thls information as a polnt of cG"pari on when he gtated that
"t may be possiblé to find a country»ig wh;ch, as‘it 1s ;ecordedlof CI‘eta_,i there are iho
wild aninals, bub & goverrment whiéh ﬁés'hot had td’béér ﬁith'enmy #nd Jealous rivalny or
contention has not hithérto existed®, Reﬁorﬁedly, ﬁhére‘aré‘nb'venomoﬁs’snakes on Crete.
There are two kinds of snakes, one is called ophes, wbzch is maller and, as same belleveﬁ
is the sort of viper which fastened on st Paul'% hand in relita,(Acts 2833—6) Whether thms ,

Cretan tradition is a mere transfer of the sang story that is belng told inl alta or uhetherA
1t developed in fulfi llment of the promise by Jeous C‘u‘ls‘b "Behold, I have gz.ven youb '
authority to tread upon serpents and scorplons o n e and nnthlng ehall hurt ycn"(Lghg_lO 19}
is, of course, difficult to 1nowu‘ ) | .

The majority of the pagqengers favoured to céntinue the journey on thekasuumption tbet
somehow they could reach the harbour of Phoenixb known to-day as 1outr9, which, in fact,

s the safest harhour on the south coast of Crete. Here they intended to spend the wintber.
Degceived by the ﬂﬂntleneqs of a aoutn wind, they departed from Fh;r Havens and sailed for
Phoenix, but when they had reached Cape ! atelag the ship was caught in a typhoon which

blew them southward from their course towards the :oland of claudam
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"The flattering wind that late with pronis’d aid
From Candia's bay.th' umrAilling ship betray'd,
‘No longer fawns beneath the foir disguise,

Bubt 1like a ruffisn on hié qﬁafry flies, A -
: Falconer's Shipwreck, cantg ii.

While sailing in the shelter of the island Qf.Clauda; "we"imanaged to pull in the
boat, probably 5 dinghgg which by this time was wﬁter 1ogged, and 1t soens that St Luke
wasg personally involved in this task They also seized.this'Opporﬁﬁnity to make other
nreparatlons to face the typhoon in which they were cauaht The shlps of the ancients were
provided with "hypozomata! or undertrusses fitted for underglrdlng as a necessary part aof
their equipment. Realizing the immedlate danger, they passed cables or ropes around the
outside of the ship under the keel tranoversely and tlghtened them by meana~of a ulndlass
to hold the timbers togéther§ Sailing before thg galé,‘thé:fear arose that the ship would
be blown towerds the African coast, the Syrﬁis or the gréat Quicksands'west ofiCyrenaica,
from which no ships ever escapede To advert disaster, they "struck sall and S0 were dr ven" ,-
By reducing their speed, they allowed the ship to drlft probably Just ulth a storm sall |
while at the same time they changed thelf course S0 as to keep avay fron the African coast.
The following day they Iﬁ%gg%@—the sh;é Q;F;hrOW1ng the wheat overboard, and on the third |
~ day they cast overboarﬂ the tacklina=of the ship, probably the furniture as well as the
malnyard which might have been as long as the Shlp and wnlch woul& have requ1red the
combined efforts of the creW'and the passéngers. Without a ggmpassaand celestlal observate
ion, the captain had ﬂo‘means fof'deternining eitﬁer pogifion oi direéﬁion, ?hysically and-i
mentally the passengers and the crev were exhausted. St Luke mentlons that they had been :
without food for a long per1od which may have been due to a shortage of prov131ons, though
more likely caused by seasickness, More crltlcally, %owever, they had abandoned 211 hope
of being saved when St Paul came forward and comforted hlS fellow sufferers by recalllng
to them a vision in which he was assured that'ﬁé}would not die but that the ship would
be cast upon a shore of a certain island,

For the follo%? é;elevgfbgays the gale continued with unabated fury. Then on the

153(‘/
fourteenth night the shigxwas[drlven belples%ly in the Adria when the sailors heard the
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sound of breakers skesty” becoming 10udnr S thu ;uépedfed that they were approaching
1an¢. They cast Lh@ lead and found that Lhey were in twenty fathoms of water, a little
further they sounced aga1n»and found flfteen fathoms. Not Lnow1ng where they were and
fearful that they might be hurled on the rocks, they threw out four anchors from the
stern and waited for d&ylight. Anchbring by the stern was quite unusual, but in their
sitﬁafion it h%i great advantages. Had they énchofed'by thé bow,'the ship would have
svung around ;g;éa the»wind,‘and, when afterwards they wished fo:fun her ashore, it would
have been far more‘difficult to manage w%enilying with her prAW'pointing to the wind
and away from the shore, But, as they were, they had merely to ¢ﬁt the cables, unlash
the rudders, and put up a little foresaily and they héd the ship at ance under commaﬁd;
to beach her at any spot they might select.

Once apaln the Apostle took the lead as some of the sajlors were seekihg‘td escape

L__J»y__@_émaé/{ heet- Lottt

from the ship rﬁ?éféﬁazﬁgﬁto lay out anchors from the bow. St Paul realized what v
havpening and address1ng the centurlon he warned that unless_the sailors stay aboard the
safety of the ship would be threatened« Tnbthe eérlj m&rning hotirs tﬁe‘Agostle spoke to
his companions and bade them té”eatiz.“Fof‘this‘{é for yﬁuf héaith: for there shéll not
an -hair fall from the head of any of you, And when he had thuo spoken, he took bread, |
and gave thanks to God in presence of thgm all' nﬁ when he had bro«en it; he began to
eat,” (Acts 27:3l,35). | | | |

Being close to the shore, he realized that it was 5ust a matter of hours vefore the
ship coul? be run aground. And after everyone had been qtrencfhened and eneouraped they
saw that they were anchored near an 1sl$nd. They cast the remaln;ng wheat overbeard so
as to lighten the ship, th%jcut away the anchors and leftvthem iﬁ the sea, and at the
same time cut the ropes whichvheld_the steefiﬁgboars'ahd'then hoisted the fofesai1 and
made for the beach. As the bowfqtﬁck fast énd rematned ﬁmﬁovéble, the waves broke away
the stern. Nervous about the develownents the so]ilerSd plan was to kill the prisoners

in case any of them snonld try to gw1m to shore and escape. But the centurlon put a

- stap to it and ordered,that all those who could»swim should throw themselves overboard,

while those unable to swim were to grasp ?lanks and piéCes of the wreckage of the ship

and so preserve their 1ives; "And so it came to pass that they escaped all safe to land®

& (ACtS ° 27‘:11}-5-) @
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qv.kaul on the Island of lelite

And when nhej were Lscaapd, theﬁ they knew that thc Lu]and was called Helita,

And thc barbarmus neooie bhewed us no 11tt1e kindness: for theg kindled us a fire,

and recelved us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold.

And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and 1aid thcm on the fire, there

came a viper Qut of the heat, and fastened on his hand, And when the barbarians
saﬁ'the vgnoiougzheast hang oh his handﬁ ﬁhey said'among thémselves, No doubt this
man iﬁ a murﬂerér,‘whom, though hé hath escaped the Sea,‘yet vengeance suffereth not
to live, And he shookyoff,thé beast into the fire, and felt no harm, Howbeit they
looked when he shéuld have;swollen, or fallen down dead suddenlys butb after they -
had looked a great while, and saw no harm come ﬁﬂto hlm, ,dcy changed their mlndsy

and sald that he was a god.. “ |

In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the island, whose name

~was Publiug; who received us and lodged us three days courteously. And it came to

pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a‘bloody fiuxﬁ to whom
Paul entered in, and prayed, and 1a1d his hands on hln, and healed hlm, 30 vhen thl“
was done, others also, which had diseases 1£ %1b 1sland, came, and rpre‘hﬂqled' Who
also hOﬂQ{FG us with many honours; ann when we oeparted, t%ey &aded us vith such

things =238 were necessary. And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria,

which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux, | |
. ) , ~ B L R Acts 28:1-11,

Before we set forth our reasons for upgeqtlng the DOSSlbllltV of Ste Pqul's %thVTECK

on the shores of the Dalmatian 1q1and of Mlget, we uhould remxnd our readers of the much

wider problem of 1oentifylng BJbllcal nameu wlth Oresent day peopranhloal gltEb. An

historical faith which malntalns that God reveals Hlmoelf in tlme and smace is, . of course9~

always threatened by our temﬁtatlon* and devlrea to enthlnc the mighty actc of uod in

chapelﬂ - churches and basilicas, he whole 1sque of the Cbribtlan holv places is intimate=

1y aavoclated with man's apparent need to commune w1th God or to venerate His holy A4postles

in certain places believed to be hallmwad Dy some more Qr 1ess rénglously 51gn1flcant

acts as recorded in the Holy Scriptures or in the Traditions of the Church. The lack
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- of agrecment among churchmeﬁ and scholars with reSDect to the exagt geographical locationg
of certain events has led to unfortunate vival c)almn, fﬂlch in turn have sadly poisoned
not, only the devotional climate for the believers, but have also prejudiced the purely
academic pursuit for truth. Without even entering into the profoﬁnd archaeoloeical debates
which have been carried on for many years, Cnflﬂﬁlan 011gr1ng te the Holy Land are being
exoosed to qnvoral rival clalmq upneld by mnmbers of acr°d uoneﬁepatloﬂ% beloneing to
the same Vnwmunlon. For the franciscanN Tha Vla Do]orosa ”1th 1ts Fourteen wta;1onu leaJs
from the Antonia to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, whlle Dominican scholars of the
écele Riblique in Jérusalem have aonvincinﬁlv ar?ﬁed ﬁhat ﬁhe Vié Boldfosa beran ab Herod%
alace, The site of the First ‘Ua;)on obvious 1y depends upon Portlus Pllate‘ temporary
residence during’the Passover season, an unknown fact'!‘ For the Franciscans, the locatiom
of the manifestation of the Ris en Chriqt to the two disciples ié’in Emmaus aléQubaibah,‘
while the Dominican fathers, fol]ow ing the teqtlmony of Orﬂpen, Fusebins and St.Jerome
have opted for kEmmaus Amwas, Generally it is believed that moan‘ﬁ: Tabor (Jebel at Tur}

s the site of the Transflpurablon of OQur Lord, yet, tqerﬂ arc many Cnr tlans wha main%
tain that the event occurred on ﬂount dezmon (Iebel ash~ah31?h}, Citﬂullcq believe that
the location of the Inﬁtltutlon of the Last ‘aner 1v ta be 1dcnt1f1ed with the Cenacle
on Mount ?von, whereas the dyrlun Orthoﬂox olalm‘?hat thelr Pqtrlarvhdte of yteﬂqu was
Dum]% on the site of the home of John mqrﬁ, wqere the Last Jupnﬂr Hab celcbratea. Creek,

believers o
irmenian and some bathollc% nold to the fradltlon tnat the Holv Vlrgln fer; a«]ero in
Jerusalen, where her tomb in shorn in fhe vall ey of Jehosaohatk zhile other Ceﬁholics‘

»elieve that, she spent the Iast davs a? hor llfe 1n.hﬂheaus. But, not only (h@ event
pertaining to the life of Our Lord 1ackeexact geopraohlcal ;centlilcatlana‘&'wealth of
tradition has developed around the ]ccatlons whlch are as ﬂociated with the hinistry of -
ihe Ho;yyﬁaostles, including Stopaul. In urete, for examole, tap C;rlqtlans @f aﬂﬁro,[b
few miles west of Sphakia, m ,Dihtaih +hat the lnos.Jle 1and9d thcre and ba tized his Llrst
Cretan converts, ﬂhlle 1n the 17th CQ1tuny tae pe: plo of dlerapetrd Lﬁalmoo the same
honour for a s:te near their CltYak |

#ith resnect to the location of The BLbllcal lulltd aXﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ claims and rnvai claims

have been uohelo ‘for several cnnnurles. In the case of Rnltd ew(}elita Xfrlﬁ nq)numerous
nooular ekt centres in honour of St.Paul have develoned over the vears, which have
attracted large numbers of vllyrlms, and ﬁxxxx any Lhreat to such a well established

%% on

emZt is obv1ou91y repulued, whach may be one of the reasonu for the 1ntcn¢1tv with
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‘fixéSeS

 ‘wlcn the adhﬁrents to the Malta $escttken have defeaded their views,

Un the other hand, no organized Pauline cult h:s teq on litjet @T<t >1ita IlJfrlcgg
which means that the proponents of the Dalmatian theory‘are naturally less influenced
by any onosd ble nQn—theoloyicél Dressures for stating‘their position. The polemics

pertaining to these t ro traditions were carried out during the ]ch and 19th centuries

: ‘ . ‘f""ltﬁ‘ns =
mainly by members of the Catholic clergy and by Erapadederdyy [_? 1?*0 Father Ignazio

Miéﬁ s

o

proposed that the Biblical

wreckMSeveral refutations followed within a few years of Father Ignazic's publication,
the best known of which were written by Sount Giovanni Antonio Cian.tar2 Fﬁther Fonavers
tura Attardi, father Uberto di San udopare Fatheyr barlo d1 San Florlano and Onorato

$m(:¢~y4)€uqu taoved W’* L%\‘-‘G E%u Otk T (Bredme 0t (0 ety s '
fres, | s the , s Jacob Bryan ‘) I&4ﬁ%r4éﬁei—adV6ca%®fRﬁF%hc

telita I1lyrica tradition, follo"ed a few years 1ater by_##w mll3lam Talconer (17l
R . L/H‘m% ot
182h}y the famous English poet and philo sonher amuel Tgylor Coleridge {1??2m183h) and

the well knovmn English hymnologist?%he Reverend ohn Mason Neale 161b*3&66}gb&d(qﬁﬂ*J\
ﬁlthourh we have learned of the c]alms and counfer—cla1ms of suﬂh dlstjnguxshed ﬂ@amﬁ%«

-—ak :..;l’\‘

scholars as mentioned above,'we shall now 1ntwoduce thoee arpumeqt whxch soeaﬁ for them="

selves and require a minimum of additional explanatiog, Ve shail examine the use of the
term 'The Sea of Adria® and then provide SQme'énalogieS‘abqut the 'Storms in Adriaf,
Since the Apeostle encountered *‘arbérians” on. *he‘islahd Wé sbail investigate the

0ssibility of the aODlTCdtLOH of uhls iﬁrm to the lSlandePS he met. de shall also eka—
mine the issue pertalnlng uO the ex1qtenue or. non—e“l tcrce of ﬁlner on the Isiand of‘
#elita and in conclusion we shall prov1de‘somevreferences tp the local traditions of
the Anostle's n1pwrecx on M11et, - | |

Abouts the Use of the Term 'Sea of Adrxa

-~
P

ince the principal argument for suegesting Mljet or ielita Illyrica as the island
where the Apostle's ship suffered shipwreck depends upon a solid demonstration of its
geographical location in the Sea of Adria, we have deemed it ﬂeceu:arv to learn what the

ancient Greek# and Roman writers had to say about this natter,
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‘hereas the des cr1ﬂ+1ons of rivora,‘m,untdlns aqd‘q@a havé remained more or less
consistent over the centuries, the gcograpblcal names atfacheﬂ £0 Tuem Lh chanced a
preat deal, and, thereby, have caused unfbr*un te cogfusions. It is not within the pro=-
venanoce Gf %hiS'presentation t0 trace the usane;of the term !'Adria! throughout, the
centuries, yet, it is imperative to demonstrate that the ancients had a fairly clear

understanding of the peographical limits of the various parts of the Hediterranean Sea,

The proximity of the Adriatic coast to Illyria is already stated by the Attic orator

TIsocrates (h36-338 B.C.), who, while ap lepz to the King of hannﬁonva. writes “n

he (Philip) not méde himself lord and mler of most of the Illyrians, all save thosce who
dwell along the Adriatic 7" The same idea is exnressed by the lst century B.C. historian
Diocdorus Siculus, who enumerated‘the neoples sending'enVoys to conﬁratulate Alexander

at the t1mdcf the 11hth celebratlon of the Qlymnic Games (zah % G.) and included the
Illyrians and those dwelling about the Adriatic Sea"] The Roman historian “1tu Tivius

(59 B.Co = 17 A.D,),while éneaklng about the Tuﬁc 1nf§§?hce,w?ezer3 to He—timits by

mentioning the ~1y~16‘§urro nde 8“Tfrﬁ'*ﬁ*Ibl"nI”"“”—"”The Itajxﬁﬂ “have
I B T .

called one of them (seas) Puqcang fhe ge ucrul .1?n—tlon ef the race, and the other

Hadriatic, from Hadria, and Ftruscan éo;&ny, and.the Greeks } now the same seas as

Lublins Ovlﬂtaéfﬂaqo ('3 Fuw, - 17 LT s i%e last Roman poet

of the Augustan age, reached ornnth by way Qi the Adrlatic and thﬂ Corlnthian Gulf,

then crossed the Isthmus end boa,A d the ship at Ccnohreae (&ct 18:18, Rom. 16:1), vhence

ntinued his voyage to Samothrace

he co neallnp bout antici afed catas frorheﬁ, Tacius
A | | ,
smsaeus Sencca Pt =65 103 Dn)nh051ed. "“henevor the end comes for huwman affairs,

!

vhen parts of the world must pass away and be”abolishe‘ ut+erly ?4£M; theré,will be no

Adriatic, no strait of the Sdcilian Sea, no Ch )dis, no gvylla" for J\neup,
V‘«S}—— b& B : - - :
delita Afrlcana cou]d ﬁévar-ﬁ&ve—%acn Ulaced 1n the Acrxacic, "What 90Vllc, what, Charybdis,

sucking up the Ausonlan and Sicillan waterl’?ﬁ
The geowrapher Strabo of Amasia, writing “bout 16 A ﬁng %&rﬁ.clearl" defines the

i) A 4—&%'6&, .
pof the ?éfm when he states "whereas &drlas is the ﬂame of the inside part of the

sea as far as the recess, at the pTwSﬂnt t»me, hﬁﬂfvor, Adrias is -also tne name of the

%iyrrﬂn—seabefé~ts~§?eeeg;ngly ijl."uWﬂl%Gﬁ“%bth

harhaurgxlﬂe%—eﬁ& ke eontinuous coast its ell but algo in the neighbouring islands',

And again he write "The shape and size of the Adriatic are like that part of Italy

- which is marked off by the Alpine lictntains aﬁd by hoth seas as far as Japypia and that
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isthmus which is between the gulfs of Ta”entum and Poseidonia®™, JiThe seas that make
_ S . Pliny ‘
Ttaly a peninsula are the Tyrrhenian, the Ausonian and the,Adriatic". EXEHE the

O
or+te had been appointed vrefect of the

.”v"

Flder was

Romar fleet ?g‘ﬂéspasianﬁ 4 & describes the pulf between Italy

and Iilyricum, which '"contains two seas, in the first part the Tonian, thc more inland

the Adriatic, called the upper aeé#q and with r@speci to Malta, he clearly states that

"the islands on the side tov iards Africa are (,ozr ;md Maltat /’nother 1st century writer,

the Latin poet Marcus Annaeus Imcanus (39-65 A,D.) glVGd us in his DUe Bello Civili the

following information about the linits of the Adria, "At this point Italy grows narrow,

and her straitened border puts forth a slender tongue of land intc the sea, a tonpgue

which encloses waters of the Adriatic within curving horns . . » “nere Illvrlan Epidamnos

slopes down toward the Ionian Sea, here the mariner takes’refuge,‘when‘the Adriatic puts

forth all its might, when the Ceraunian mountains are lost in cloud, and when Sason in

Calabria is drenched in spray®.

In the 2nd century we have the testimony of Imcian the Syrian of Samosata (125-180

&

ADe)s who in his Toxaris or Friends 110 has “n931nmuu relate to Toxaris about a voyage

from Italy to Athens, "As farbaé Sicily they had made a foftﬁnate passage, but‘when'they
had run ihfaugh‘the straits and in due time were sailing in the Adriatic itself, a éreat
tempest fell upon them", Finally they reached Zacyntﬁbo §~ |

An—altauatbun.ﬂlfferont notlon of the extent of the Aéﬁié%}e~§ea iq reflocted by the
Sth and 6th century .D writers such as Paulus Oroqlus nefhic ns oi Iqtrla and Froco-
pius of (aesarea, For the 1atter,~¥er~eﬁempla,‘the Aﬁriatic Was,:indeed, that part of
the Hediterranean which lies between Africa on the south,‘5£ciij and Ttaly on the west,
and Greece and Epirus on the east ”The—Isianﬁ“”@f‘faﬁIﬁ”'ftbWZG?”HF&*%?&it&"%ﬁelta;

Pu
méfﬁ”ﬁﬁﬁ‘bﬁﬁﬁﬁary—Uetween—%$m+4h#pla%16wan&_1&

<gess, In the 6th century, therefore, .
the term Adriatic extended to the Horth African coa st1ine g0 as to’have‘Carthage (Tunis)

and Ragusa (Dubrovaik) bltuated on the same sea. This conoent of the Adrxattc—ﬁe& would

e
HJTUT 11y include Nalt é” %houﬁn\ﬁgﬂhgye_54££&ei@ﬁ%l¥—sh9wn~%hat frthe—3tst——eentury the

,(,‘.\f\m/'b"""“v} S\M&v\
11m1t“ of the g;fjlbtr—wea wvere very-mach—+ike those of the 20th century, To—be—exacty-

0»:507[0«"*

Adriatic Sea extends from north-west to south—east between lat, L0% and
480LSt W, , a length of nearly five hundred miles, and separates Italy from the Balkan

peninsula,



& o 18 -

Abﬂut;the Storms in'thé Adria

3t Iuﬁe cal’ed he tempes*uous wind in which the Apostlets ship was caught the
Ewcakylon

Fukekylon faccortinmr—to—Fischendorfor—the r".u1f:3f>?r.’ij,rd<m_‘i

—ed—+hatthe wind was from the point between Furus and Aquilo Fotsie—
‘ . . shroe (R . oA~
There TR &&merous t stimemdes to those terrible storms whieh—sitlor drove other

;ﬁodo s Siculus referred to Acrotafus (31 B C ), who was carried by the wind into
€z

the Adriatic, ano Xanthippus the Spartan%yas drowned in

the swirling waters of the Adriatic Sea (255 B.C.) . HoAnnaeus Lucanus wrote about "the

separate seas which were caught up by the sto and carried away by the winds; the
4

ooy A , ‘
Roman historian Corngiux Tacitus ¢ oD} described the journey of

Tyrrhene Sea mi%;ate egean, and the Adriatic moved and roared in the Ionian

basin®, and .he

the consul Cermanicus (18 A.D,) t@ the Achaian town of !icooolis§ wadeh— hreached

Ay skirting the ILlyrlan Poaqt, a pasqage whlch haﬂ ﬁaan stormv both in the Adriatic and

Flavius Josephus 37=95—+#<hH+r, who made

the same joufrney perhaps even in the same year as the Apostle Paul tells us in his

later in the JTonian Sear

biograpliy: I reached Rome after oelng in nreat jeopardy at scag For our ship foundered
in the midst of the sea of Adria, and our company of six hundred souls had to swim all
that night.”

About LS50 years after St.Paul's shipwreck rﬁ~%h@—%éf&a, we—hev&~a—éescr:ntrﬁﬁ—&fﬂmf

¢ The é%h~ee&rﬁfy ;yzantlne hiqtorian Proco-

g@aaﬂﬁuﬂ.aﬂ,4wxaac‘ﬂwm
vins of Caesarea recorded that "not long afferwards Artabanes was in Cephalonia, and

when he had heard that Liberius had 1eft and had sailed to SiciWV, he aléo left, and
immediately crossed the sea called thé‘Adriatic,(Egen abprcachlna Calabria an #XHEAGEATN
extraordinary storm came on, acoompanled bj'Wlﬂd and 1car1ul vx@lenpe, nroceedln: frem
a direction contrary to their course. W% cauood quch a dispersion cf the ﬁhole fleet

as to suggest the possibility of the areater part being carried to the coast of Calabrial
thl», however, did not. hanpen, for some of the ships:werewforced, by the overwhelming
violence of the w1nd to retrace their course, and return 10 the Pelopommesos, Of the
remainder some were lost, soge saved, One ship, mowuvergyﬁﬂ board of which was Artabanes,

was in great danger from the 1053 oi the mast whlcn had been brokgn off bj the rolling
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of thebsea, but carried onwards hy the tempest-stream, and yialéing'to the violence of
the waves, it came to the island of Meliten,

And finally, we have the famous episode of the ship in which Richard Coeur de Iion
(1192) sailed on his return from Falestine. Driven frém the Mediterranean into the

2

Adriatic by a storm, his ship is said to have been wrecked off Ragusaf After leaving
Corfu his shep was overtaken by a severe storm and just reache the Isle of lacroma

(Lokrum) oppesite Ragusag‘where in fulfilment of a vow Richard dedicated a church to
the Holy Virgin. According to the Adriatic tradition, Richard was shipwrecked not far

from the scene of St.Paul's shlpwreck

(ne of the srincipal objections to the Mlje% or Melita illyrica,tradition nertains to

the fact that the Dalmatian island is too far removed from the course of a ship that

4 PL

sailed from Grete to Puteoli, ”e must remember, however, that wany ships have desly their
imhl’ﬂ[{w{« fﬂ\(f{;J
Qaaaaag’gince they were entlrely at the will of the w1nds. A ﬂood illustration of thi

N

is glven by Lu01an the Syrlan in his dialogue The Sblp or the Wishes, which is sctuslly

j£¥)

satire on the 1olly of human w1qneug ‘imolaoé ,ells Lne g%ery 01 what the caoia:n bad
related to him. #hen they left Pharov (A]exandrlg), tho WlPd was not very stPOﬂﬂ and on
the seventh day they a_phted Acamga, the western nromonﬁony of Cyorus. “ern fhe wrind
came full against them, and they were dr1ven a%eam.to Sldon. From thenc they took the
same course as the ship im which ntgxaul ga1led9 rnning under the coast of‘Pémnhylia,
then they coasted Lv and got as thb as Cm.duse Whereas phB‘APOStle‘S ship turned off
to Crete, this, finding it had Tost its voyage, stood écféSS'the'Aegeah, and aftep_much

difficnlty anchored at Plraeus, that is, oeventy days after they haa bot sail from

blexandria i

The Barbarians of Melita

Speaking about the Jnhabltanﬁ% of Melita, St.Iuke refers'to_them as "barbar ous

" (Ac

—-—n——

")

O]

28:2) or qubqrians (Acts 28: h)g and nelther caK s them M 1itans nor

islander*g In Apostol

R

¢ times, the word ] arbarzan"‘was used for all neoojeq other than
those under Graeco~Romén influeﬁce ané‘domlnation, and even in ‘those dayq the term nad
become synonymous with a general dack of 01v1117af10n. The 1nqab1ta1tq of t s iszland-
nere the only Deoole characterized by St.luke in thl pqr+1cular manner, [t is true that

St .Paul repeatedly referred to barbarians in Pom. 1:1, I Cor, 1k:11 and Col, 3:11, but
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these references arp really UHVQiqt ﬁ +o our Hlacu sio Ihat this term coulv havdly
apply 6 the inhabitans of Walt? is seifwevwdent@ Af%er all, the Malteae, who surrender-

ed the Punic garris on to Titus Sempronius in ?18 B C. were nof frratn Iy the Romans as
LWI"?"’{‘ was a free feerFory V\n/zl me wn righls efaibiz azsﬁ'ﬁf

conquered enemzes, ‘but received at once the privilege of’a munlclniun‘T ‘e know that a

very hlgh stage of manufacturing and commercial prosperity existed 1ﬁ,ﬁaita under the
Romans, and Diodorus Siculus deqcrlbua the inhabitants of Mélté as beine very happy in
their circumstances, for they have all sorts of artificers fd% every kind of work; but
they excel most in their manufazture of I'Lmen$ unlch is bavonn &ﬂYﬁulnngf the kind, both -
in the fineness of its texture and its softness, Thelr houses are very neble; beling
elegantly ornamented with pediments pro;ec“inv for”ardq, and with the most guisite
stucco work, The anclent writers testify to a degree offaiéiijz<t10n on Malta, which is
quite incomoatible with the term k’"’nar‘bar’:‘La\n’*‘.a k | v |

Un the other hand; already Thuéyéides (ca, 460 -~ 399 B.G,) comﬁented~on the character
of the people under discussion whéﬁ’he séys: ”The city éf pldamnub‘ls situated on the
richt hand as you sail upen fhe‘Ionian'Gulf.vinP nelonbourlng wnnabltants a%e the
Taulantians, a barbarian tribe of the Illyrian race". The Greek b torlun ~n?ﬁh1as (218=-
120 B.C.) judged the *Illyrians as havihg always been invthe habit_ef pillapging, because
of the extent of their seawbord", in fact, he gavu thaf "the 1llvrlana were not the
eriemies Of this oenvle or that, Put the common enemies of aJJ", Also glodorus Siculus
mentioned "the barbarians who‘dwelt along the’coast‘andrwere accﬁstpmed‘to‘puﬁ‘out”in
numerous pirate ships’and’render the ﬁholevshoré of the A&fiatic Sea unsafe for mer-
chants". And finally, we have the confirmatiox b‘ the géoéraphé?:strabo, who speaking
about the Xllﬁrian’seabofd pointed ougg'that "people in éafliéf times made but small
account of it, nerhavg in part to 1ﬁeLr ignorance nf its ferV131ty9 wneugh moutly bﬂ?&u se .
of the wildness of the inhabitants anﬂ their ﬁlratlcal haolts” |

No further words of explanation seem to be reou red to &etermlne the lﬂ“ﬂtlﬁy of the
fharbarians® of St.luke's nﬁrrative. The vhole region on th@ Uulmaulan coast seems to

have been called "barbarian Illyria”, partly on accounttcf the ferocity of its inhabi~

tants, partly to distinguish the region from Greece,
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The Vipers on Melita

In the Acts Of the Apostles 28: 3=6 St.luke reports that when "Paul had gathered a

bundle of sticks and pat them on the fire, é Vipef came out because of the heat and
fastened on his hand . . » He; however, shook off the creature iﬁto ﬁhe fire and suffered
no harm. They waited, expecting him to guwell up oy sudienly fall doxn dead, but Nheﬂ they
had waited a long time and saw no misfortune come to him, they changed their minds and

gaid that he was a god'l,

Lo, vk
ihereas we heave—sme contemporary reports about theexistenc
& sam& : _
on Melita Africangg we possess Hase testimonies of several mediaeval travelers bofedtm
Thﬁs;—for—ex&ﬁ£%63‘$ﬁe 16th century traveler Purchardus Niderstedt reported that "the
islanders believed thut St.Paul had delivered the island for ever from all such venomous
serpents, in so much that children there play with scorpions ever since that time, and

pilerims daily earry with them pieces of stones out of thelplace where StePaul abode, by

which tthalflrm that thev heal them Whlcb in other countrles a‘jolnlng are bitten of

scorpions, the modﬂane,,tnorefﬁre, belﬁg called gL.Haul's grace', uo‘81eur de Thevenot,

b«%~hT} '

‘Malta in 1655, menfxonvu that "there is‘nQ venomous creature on
the island, aﬁd nene can live there, which is a miréclé the’inhabitéﬁts ascribe to 5t..
Paul, to whonm tncy are much oevoted, and believe thav it xs on eif:ut of the benediction
which that 3aint gave after his shi wreck;'They give‘the earth Qf the grottt where he was

for a remedy against the stinging of serpents aﬁd‘G€hef&poiséné;'nay,»againét all putrid
and malignant.fevers also . . & Several.béfks‘arenyéarly ioadéd’wiﬁh it; to bé transported
into other places of Christendom, Amongst.the rocké of this“iSlénd,’theyifind'those stones
that locok like a servent?s eye, which some carry upon their fingers, seﬁ in rings, because
of the wirtue that uhey'are thought to have against‘poisbn“.'Ffom aiilaccaunts we learn

W) :
that n;lta)lﬁ free from ?&ao ous snakes, and although the 1slanders attribute this to

3te.Paul, one wonders whether the igland wag not aldayp LF?C of vipersu

hen 1afor hv gamuc

T il

On the other hanu, onakos of all k:nﬂs abound in H%?ﬁt gdopt 1zoslavia Cudde=hook
8 afe"'"”LJet has one W@uﬁjlar fdme in tqat Lt s the only plaue in larooe vmcr yvou will®
flind the mongoose roaming about “at 1iberty. The explanati@n for‘this is that 1onﬁ ago

o

hese little animals were imported from the Bast to exterminate the B snakes with which

. . . it
the ishamd was infesteda




Two islands, one without poisonous snakes, the other infested with péisonous snakes,

Again, we must leave it to the reader to arrive at his own conclusions,

Iocal Traditions of St.Paul's Shipwreck on Mljet

In comparison to the wekl-known and strong local traditions of S5t.rfaul's shipwreck

on Malta, Weexe—are only a few scattered references wé%hm%@ﬂﬁset to the Apostle's involune-

tary visit to the island of Mljet., o The eerjc:t knoun ertQZ'%fmrﬁb

connected the name of 3t.Paul with

Porphyrogenitus,}

written for the use of his son whe later poisoned him, he 6% e tna;"paganl“ who

o
=
]
o}

in the Serbian dislect were the ™unbaptized™ and who h

"magani® in the Roman dialect were referred to as¥the *F“Hﬁaﬂl, whe«%a;d possessiﬁ? et

e P&)V‘&L{a 3
the following islands: The great i sland Curcra or Lorcvra £§é&ﬁ&} « o 'also another

island, wseleta or talozeatae, It was here 2 vaper llyed 3tseif on the flnger of St.praul,

presupposes that s

who burnt it in the flrdu—“ is ouoiaflon by
%ﬁfE%w%ﬁs%he 10th century & traditionnwas currenﬁ in anstantinople that the Apostlels

shipwreck occurred. in %nc Aﬂria rather tnan in najta.

the beg] an of the 18th century we have no literary evidence

of the Dalmatian tradition, [zn T30 Fa ‘ther Ivno zio Georgi, abbot mf the 13tn century

H;jet, pub]zsned treatise

Benedictine Abbey in Veliko Jezero on

on 3t.raul's shipwreck on the Dalmitlan coast. the latter part of the 1i8th century

) _ WU?&#E;J T < afienred LE%ﬁ:;ﬁ '
the local tradition of the Apostle's(visit to Mljet wes—firaly madabdinod, lhesded Thomas
AL 158
Uatkins tTaVb%/“&jﬁﬂ?OﬂFﬂOUt the 11T“LJ?n coast . aﬁﬂ.rencrted‘tﬁat ny Jefvlv visited in

Lu Cum
the Isle of Cvomaﬁf monasthery founoed as 1 an told by Rlchqrd (oeur de Lﬁon, in conse—

quence of a vow for his deilverance irom\shlpwreck, and,.yesterday, a party was made for
me to the Island of Mélita, upén which St,.Faul was shipwfécked.’An hdnest monk ccnducted
me to the spot where he landed, stili knowm by the two seas that méet théréuflThirty-three
years later John Madox (1821) passéd ﬁhrouﬁh the Dalmatian coast on his #isit +0 the Holy‘
Iand and recorded that iifalta being anciantlv called Melita, but there is also an island
in the Adriatic Sea named Melita or M;]Lda, the natives olaln the honour of 3b.raulfs

firgt visit, They insist that the wreck took place on their shore. Scripbure informs us
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certainly that this saint was tossed about for P*ﬁ? days and nights in the Sea of Adri&“T]

L

threughout the 19th century several local traditions pert ining to the locelity of the

A (ois é& Qoakn&&

shipwraeck ware held, Fhuey—f ompas (Ve Palunko, Ratet— 5
Wru‘-— Mﬁ— beliwed C&MW & ""“"e—;
thag remaing of an anclent wall helonsine £0 o obunch emwe—sibus approximately one mile
i b
from Porto cima Meleda, at the east end of %hei%€4+¥x An. Old man had told Father Pal-
dassare Clavié, that this former church was dedicated to the Apostble Paul, a tradition

which is also waﬁmv+r’ hy Profzssor Rudolph Vimer of Zagreb University,

T Lo ¢ el e
Vid Vuletic Vukasovie é;l;%hiﬁ a local tradition among i

T pd Pro sura west of wobraT gﬁz&fkﬁxgﬁiw“rqhﬂ11rna £hat Qtotail'c
Po r,o uhllVPi]A Dfrongr wdvocate of the Mljast T“stlDﬂ as Bishop xVQGJO Jecellind of
the diocase of Kotor {uattaro);‘who for many vears served as dean of the Catholic Theolo-
gical Seminary in 7aaar, Dalmat Ja, and died in 1927, v
2st of Babino Folje, ﬁhﬁAcu01kal of 1 ?eﬁg et

‘ em¢«;»vaay~A 8. (}uls Rachr isns

in the Saplenara Cove, while .M

Polje writes:"T have learned from my parents and from the other older

ient ruip of a church of St.faul in the ity of t

ok
o
fav]
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Korita, but *nﬁre 3o notuznv rritten 8(?&* ltg.SélOW'thf village of Maranovici, near the

small island of Xosmata there is a éfﬁﬁe, known as 3t.Faul's Rock, about one meter in the

CTaw
seao"”The war  Church of 5t . Pand 4n Bahwno folje wee—ba&&t—ile and repaired in 1667.
In the begiming of this céntury Bishon Palunko eould still weite that though the
island does not possess a statue honouring the Apostle memory is deeply emnbedded
in the hearts of the islanders. Since 1968, nowevnr, all Statue of the Apostle,
the work of Iojaika Ulman of VﬁP“OVuiﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁ§ﬂaﬁed above the northern 33»3?} £ .

his Jeft hand i@oalhan standing on tho bow of a ship, s

%e have nohed the existence of 2 local tradition which associates Mljet with the
Anostlets shipwreck, at the same time, however, we must recognize the absence of a
distinet Pauline cult on the Island of Mljet, Tt is signifiéamt to mention that it was
not until 1935 that any of the chmrches or chapels of the three parishes of Mljet were
dedicated to St.Panl, The same lack of a Pauline cult also DOTf31H§ to ru%ﬂGVﬁwx, an

e

observation which @i the first sight might be used as a sfrong argunent & ﬂ&?&qt et

as a posgible aite for the Apostlets shipwreck,

Tt is important/, however, |to rememberfthat with the exception of FKome and Malta, none

-

of the places visited by or associated with St.ﬁaul developed a specific Panline cult,
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In Antioch—on-the-Orontes (Antakya) (Acts 13:1-h) visitors are shown the Cave-Church of

huaPtter, the patron-saint of Cyorus (Agts 13:5-13) is S4,Barnabas, in Ephesus, whers the

Avostle soent three vears prcaching and teaching (Acts 19: 1=hl) and as a prisoner

(I Cor. 15232, ITI Cor. 1 8,9) the Christian cult has centered around St .John, The protector

Il

of Thessalonieca is not the missionary Apostle §§g§§m17:iw9), but St.lemetriug, and in
Athens (Acts 17: lﬁnJA) it St.Dionysl s the AT?OC&”ltO, FHE St.Paulls first convert in
this city, who is considered the patron of Athens, The Cretans (Achg 27:7-15) vencrate
St.Titus and the Rhodians (Acts 21:1) St.Silas rather than 3t.Paul, and acording to
1.V, Morton, even in‘ﬁalta, although St.Paul is deeply févered there, the real hero of
the island is St.Publius. In view of the absence of any 34rt$cular Pauline cult in such

places it is not surnrisong at all that we should not fjnd any specific ravline cult centre

in either iljet or Dubrovnik, rorﬁov@r, the fact that many o; the islanders are fishermen
and sailers may be an additional reason for the absence of a Pauline emlt. Paradoxically

enough, St, aug, who travelled by sea more than any other sainﬁjhas no honour among the

sailors §
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