Wang, Yunhuan

Nominal Reference and Nominal Incorporation in Mandarin Chinese

Based on the prevalent distribution of bare noun incorporation in Mandarin Chinese, this paper
takes the semantics of bare nouns as a starting point, arguing that nouns lack instantiation and
function as names of kind in the encyclopedic system. Bare noun incorporation structure lacks
tense and aspect projections, with nominalization occurring at the EP (event phrase) layer and
referring to the name of event.



