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Historical Lexicography
- what is it good for, today?

On the use of historical dictionaries for modern linguistics.

Common oppinion:
•  collection / preservation of 'out-of-date' words and word-uses
•  helpful in understanding old texts
•  interesting for the etymology of a word

 or with regards to changes in its syntactical or inflectional behaviour

The above are not considered the most 'modern' fields of linguistic research today.

Is there a more 'modern' use for historical dictionaries?

=> changes of lexical class ('grammaticalization' etc.)

For example: tracing the development from adj., adv. etc. to modal particle in the 2DWB

What is the Use of Historical Dictionaries?

Different Marking in the Article
particle-use not 
specifically marked

separate mark for 
particle-use

'particle' given as 
lexical category 
+ separate mark 
for particle-use

BLOSZ adj., adv.        (to be publ.)
C verstärkende partikel; meist
    in imperativen, wünschen
    und fragen.

FEIN adj.               (2001)
B partikel in verstärkender
   funktion.

FREI adj.   (2004)
8 verstärkende partikel; selten.

AUCH konj., adv.,                   (2001)
             abtönungspartikel
B abtönungspartikel.

ABER adv. konj. (1966)
II konjunktion.
[...]
C aber in emphatischen ver-
   wendungen,meist elliptisch,
   zumindest nicht unmittelbaren
   konjunktionalen anschluß
   enthaltend.

EBEN adj., adv. (1984)
B als adverb in adverbialer und
   attributiver verwendung. 
   gerade, genau.
1 gerade, genau zutreffend.
   etwas bestätigend oder
   hervorhebend. [...]
4 von B 1 her in abgeschwächter
   bedeutung, manchmal nur
   noch als füllwort empfunden.
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ABER adv. konj. (published 1966, 2DWB 1,175-195)

II konjunktion.
[...]

[...]

FEIN adj. (published 2001, 2DWB 9,280-287)

[...]

AUCH konj. adv. abtönungspartikel  
(published 2001, 2DWB 3,394-399)

FREI  adj. (published 2004, 2DWB 9,909-925)

BLOSZ adj. adv. (to be published, 2DWB)

EBEN adj. adv. (published 1984, 2DWB 7,5-9)

[...]

[...]

Particle-Use in the 2DWB
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The most recent articles either have a separate mark for 'particle' or they even give 'particle' as lexical 

category.

But:

• The status of particles as lexical category is controversial.

Giving 'particle' as lexical category implies an uncontroversial status and is thus to be considered 

carefully.

• The term 'particle' itself lacks a uniform definition, so the definition used for writing dictionary-entries 

should be explained somewhere.

◦ 'particle' can mean

1. all uninflected words (including conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions, ...)

2. all uninflected words (excluding conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions,...)

in the 2DWB 'konj., adv., präp., interj.' etc. are among the lexical categories given after the lemma

=> 'Partikel' in the 2DWB means all other uninflected words (definition 2)

Duden grammar, 594:

The Trouble with 'Particles'
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If all grammatical changes etc. of a word are well documented, the dictionary-user can easily look up those 

changes.

In this case, a user interested in the grammaticalization of adverbs to modal particles can look up all entries 

containing 'Partikel' and will thus find almost all the words relevant to him / her.

Only those articles from times before the term 'Partikel' became common usage remain hard to find.

So, neither period dictionaries like the AWB, the MWB or the DOE nor historical dictionaries like the Grimm 

or the OED are „mere collections of out-of-date vocabulary“.

They can provide valuable information for various kinds of linguistic research.
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MWB : Mittelhochdeutsches Wörterbuch, ed. K. Gärtner et alii, Stuttgart: Hirzel 2006 –.

OED : The Oxford English Dictionary, ed. J. Simpson et alii, Oxford: Clarendon Press, Oxford 
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