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Sæbø (2001) argued that conditionalized priority modals with antecedents
about hypothetical ideals (HICs; (2)) and those with antecedents about hypo-
thetical facts (HFCs; (1)) differ in ways that resist a uniform analysis. Sæbø
conjectured that the main semantic difference lies in the temporal dimension.

(1) If you (ever) go to Harlem, you should visit the Apollo theater.

(2) If you (ever) want to go Harlem, you should take the A train.

Investigating the temporal interpretation of HICs, we show that the constraints
proposed by Sæbø are in fact too strong. Further, we show that the constraints
on HICs are different from those on purpose constructions like (3), providing
a new argument against analyses that reduce the former to the latter (von
Fintel & Iatridou 2005; von Stechow, Krasikova & Penka 2006).

(3) To go to Harlem, you have to take the A train.

The correct temporal interpretation can be derived by combining the compo-
sitional analysis of HICs of Condoravdi & Lauer (2014) with the analysis of
the temporal interpretation of modals in Condoravdi (2002). The antecedent
of conditionals uniformly sets the temporal perspective of the modal. HICs
and HFCs do not differ in their temporal semantics or mode of composition.
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