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the Public Sphere 



The ZEIT-STIFTUNG EBELIN UND GERD BUCERIUS provides 
funding for outstanding international young researchers work-
ing in an interdisciplinary environment. The summer school 
series “History Takes Place” focuses on urban change in 
European metropoles. The Bucerius Young Scholars Forum in 
Berkeley deals with histories of migration from an international 
and global perspective. 
www.zeit-stiftung.de

Both democratization attempts and authoritarian develop
ments in the European neighbourhood demonstrate the 
critical role of the public sphere for political and social 
change. Expanding communication technologies help to 
mobilize the public and enable new forms of exchange. These 
additional capacities to articulate interests and concerns can 
be harnessed to increase political pressure. Many regimes 
react with repression and censorship in order to regain power 
over the newly forged public spaces. How does the public 
sphere change in times of transformation and conflict? Which 
divisions and relationships of force are constitutive for this 
social field? How do public spheres vary cross-nationally? 

The scholarship programme “Trajectories of Change” addresses 
historical and current transformation processes in the European 
neighbourhood. It offers stipends and fieldwork grants for 
Ph.D. students in the humanities and social sciences. For 2017, 
research applications dealing with the changing public spheres 
and their impact on transformation are especially welcome.

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: 
27 JULY 2017 for a scholarship or grant starting in  
November / December 2017

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius, Dr. Anna Hofmann 
Feldbrunnenstrasse 56, 20148 Hamburg, Germany
Email: hofmann@zeit-stiftung.de
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