
 

           Prof. Dr. C. Keser 

Health Economics Seminar Spring / Summer 2009 

Course Description:  
The course will focus on key concepts of health economics. We will analyze the following topics: 
health care as an economic commodity, the demand for health and medical care, physician 
behavior, labor markets in the health care sector, nonprofits in the health care sector, the role of 
hospitals, and the pharmaceutical sector. The course is open to students enrolled in a Masters 
program and is organized as a “seminar”. Each participant is required to write a short research paper 
and to present it at the final session.   
 
Participants:  
16 students max. 
 
Course Requirements: 
15 page seminar paper, presentation (PowerPoint) and discussion.   

 
Schedule: 
Sign up:         until Jan. 26, 2009, noon. 
Introductory session:      Jan. 26, 2009; 1 pm, room OEC 1.134 
Deadline for FLEXNOW Enrollment:    Jan. 30, 2009.  
Deadline for Paper Submission:    April 21, 2009; 1 pm. (two hard copies, 
        one PDF file) 
Deadline for PowerPoint Presentation Submission:  May 8, 2009 
Tentative Presentation Date:     May 15, 2009.  
 
Sign up: 
You can sign up for the course from Jan. 13 until Jan. 26, 2009, noon, at our secretary`s office (Ms.  
Niemann, room OEC 2.171) during office hours. Please read the list of topics below and indicate 
your three preferred choices on the enrollment sheet when you sign up. The final assignment of 
topics will take place at the end of the introductory session.  
 
Please note:  
Papers have to adhere to the guidelines for writing academic papers set forth by the Economics 
Department of the University. Once enrolled via FLEXNOW, you cannot drop the course. 
Deadlines are binding. Attendance to all listed sessions is mandatory.   
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V. Financial Incentives and Physician Behavior 
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- An Experimental Investigation. Department of Economics, University of Bonn Working Paper.  
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VI. Physician Labor Market 
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VIII. The Market for Hospital Services 

ABRAHAM, J.M. ET AL. (2007). Entry and Competition in Local Hospital Markets. The Journal of 
Industrial Economics, Vol. LV (2), pp. 265 - 288. 
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IX. Pharmaceutical Industry and Regulation 
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Journal of Health Economics Vol. 22, pp. 151 - 185. 
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Lessons for Policy. Health Affairs Vol. 23 (1), pp. 52 - 63.  
 


