
Campus Compass – Episode 07 – Recognition of examination and study 
achievements 

 

Welcome to Campus Compass – your guide to university life. Hi and welcome to a new episode of 

Campus Compass! I'm your host, Paulina, and I am delighted to have you back. 

Today we continue with Episode 7 and the recognition of examination and study achievements – for 

example, when changing subjects or spending a semester abroad. 

 

As in most episodes, here comes the disclaimer, which you can read for yourselves. Just press pause 

now. 

For more information about APO, scan the QR code or visit www.uni-goettingen.de/apo  

http://www.uni-goettingen.de/apo


Let's start with a brief definition – then we'll look at typical recognition scenarios. 

 

So, what is recognition? Recognition means that you have acquired skills outside your current degree 

programme – for example, at another university, in vocational training or at work – that are also 

relevant to your studies. If these are recognised, you do not have to take another exam for them.  

For example, passed exams or knowledge and experience gained in practice can be recognised. It is 

important that you can prove your competence. 

The university will then check whether the skills you have acquired essentially correspond to what 

you would have to demonstrate in your current degree programme or whether there is a significant 

difference. 

If no significant difference is found, recognition will be granted. In concrete terms, this means that 

the respective achievement or skill will be credited to your degree programme as an achievement 

and you will not have to complete it again.  



 

In practice, however, this can be more complicated – especially when it comes to the question of 

what constitutes a 'significant difference'. Among other things, this involves learning outcomes, the 

quality and level of education, and the number of credits awarded. 

If you are interested in more details, you can read about it in the nexus project of the German 

Rectors' Conference: 

www.hrk-nexus.de/themen/anerkennung/materialien-zu-anerkennung-und-anrechnung/ 

Tip: Take a screenshot – many mobile phones recognise links in images and you can copy them 

directly. This saves you having to type them out. 

 

http://www.hrk-nexus.de/themen/anerkennung/materialien-zu-anerkennung-und-anrechnung/


I will be using the two words "recognition" and "credit transfer" frequently; to avoid confusion: 

identical modules from another degree programme at the University of Göttingen and modules for 

which other students have already successfully applied for recognition will be credited. Modules or 

skills from outside the university or similar modules from another degree programme at the 

University of Göttingen can be recognised upon application and subsequently credited. 

 

Recognition does not happen automatically – you have to apply for it. 

This means that if you change universities because you perhaps struggled at your first university and 

did not achieve the grades you wanted, you can start over at your new university and complete all 

modules from scratch. 

Or you may want to have credits from your previous studies recognised. This is also possible if the 

credits are relevant to your new course. 

You decide whether and for which modules you apply for recognition. 

In order for the university to be able to check this, a few pieces of evidence must be enclosed with 

your application for recognition. For credits earned at a university, this includes a corresponding 

transcript of records and a module description. 

In addition, the university can directly credit competences if you apply for recognition and other 

students have previously applied for recognition of this competence and received a positive decision. 

You can check whether this is the case in FlexNow – at least for exams taken at foreign universities. 

You can find this at FlexNow > Statistikportal FlexStat > Anerkennungen. 



 

In practice, it is important for you to know that you are free to choose when to submit your 

application. This means that after changing your subject or university, you can first concentrate on 

your studies and then decide whether you want to have modules recognised or not. However, you 

must note that recognition is only possible if the corresponding module has not already been passed 

at the University of Göttingen. 

Another important point is that you will be awarded the number of credits specified for your degree 

programme at the University of Göttingen. This is not necessarily identical to the credits for the 

original module. 

And: if your application is rejected, you have the right to be given a reason – preferably in writing or 

by email. Don't be afraid to ask questions or seek advice. We will provide you with contact details at 

the end of this episode. 

 

And when exactly does recognition and credit transfer become relevant? Here are some common 

scenarios you may encounter. 



 

Let's start with changing subjects: If you change your subject within the University of Göttingen, 

there are individual modules that are designated as elective or compulsory modules in both degree 

programmes. These are then automatically transferred. But important: Failed attempts are also 

credited. 

This also means that you cannot reset your exam attempts and improve your grades – at least in 

these modules. 

 

The situation is different if a module from your previous subject is not identical but very similar in 

content to a subject in your new degree programme. It must have a different module name, but the 

learning objectives and skills to be acquired must essentially be the same. 

In this case, you can submit an application for recognition, and the university will check whether 

there is a significant difference. 



Through recognition, you may even be able to enter directly into a higher semester. 

This can be helpful if the degree programme has restricted admission in the first semester but not in 

the higher semesters. 

In such a case, you must apply for recognition before transferring to the new degree programme in 

order to have enough credits to be placed in a higher semester.

If you change universities, the process is similar: 

You can decide for yourself whether you want to apply for recognition of your previous exam results 

– or whether you want to start again from scratch. 

Here, too, the more credits you get recognised, the sooner you can start a higher semester or finish 

your degree faster. 

But please note: The University of Göttingen only recognises credits from external universities up to 

half of the credits required for the respective degree programme. 



 
Let us now turn to recognition for semesters abroad. 

When spending a semester abroad, good preparation is essential. 

It is best to decide in advance which courses you want to take abroad – and have this confirmed in a 

learning agreement. The university will then check in advance whether the credits or skills can be 

recognised. 

If you suddenly have to take different courses abroad, contact the international study advisory 

service responsible for your degree programme at the University of Göttingen as soon as possible. 

The learning agreement can then be adjusted and you can switch to alternative courses. 

After your semester abroad, your grade will usually have to be converted into the grading system 

used here. If this is not possible, or if you did not receive a grade, "passed" will be entered. 

 



Last but not least, we come to non-university achievements. 

Skills acquired through training or work experience may also be recognised under certain 

circumstances. Here are two examples, but there are many possibilities: 

• Does your degree programme include an internship, but you already completed relevant 

training before starting your studies? Then you can apply to have this recognised instead of 

the internship. 

• Or: Have you completed further training in project management – and now you are required 

to take a module on this subject? Here, too, it may be worth submitting an application if the 

content overlaps. 

 

However, non-university achievements are often assessed more strictly. This is not just a matter of 

"no significant difference", but of equivalence – i.e. an even closer match. In plain language, this 

means that the university will assess your achievements very carefully and less generously. 

And: In this case, the burden of proof lies with you. This means that you must be able to document 

and demonstrate that your experience truly meets the requirements of the programme. 

If one of these scenarios applies to you, be sure to check Section 13 of the General Examination 

Regulations. It contains a lot of details. And if you still have questions or disagree with a decision 

made by the University, simply contact one of the offices listed below: 

For a change of subject: 

(Subject) Study Advisory Service in the faculties 

For a semester abroad and learning agreement: International Student Advisory Service in the 

faculties  

In general: Ombudsperson, if you have doubts about whether the right decision was made. 

 



 

Thank you for listening, I hope this episode was helpful to you. 

Campus Compass was set up by Silja-Katharina Haufe, the Ombudsperson for students and 
responsible for Complaint Management at Göttingen University. If you would like to find out more 
about her counselling and her work, simply listen to our episode no. 1 or visit the website. Simply 
scan the QR code or enter www.uni-goettingen.de/kritik.  

See you next time – at Campus Compass – your guide to university life. 

 

http://www.uni-goettingen.de/kritik

