
Welcome to the presentation „An 
Introduction to studying in Göttingen“

ZSbZentrale Studienberatung

The event will start at 4pm.

For questions: write in the 
chat or rise your hand and
use your microphone.



An introduction to studying in Göttingen
by the Central Student Advisory Service
.

What is special when studying in Göttingen?
What do I need to know?
Where can I get help?

ANNIKA KÖHNE & LISA MÜLLER, CENTRAL STUDENT ADVISORY SERVICE
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? SURVEY:

Are you going to study a complete degree programme or
as an exchange student (ERASMUS etc.)?

Please reply to the survey.
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? Question:

Which subject are you going to study?

Is it a Bachelor or Master programme?

Please write your answer in the chat.
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Study organisation
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Structure of study programmes

- What is the structure of Bachelor and Master programmes?
- What is the meaning of Credit Points and how are they different 
from grades?
- What are modules?
- How do I know which modules are part of my study programme?
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Bachelor 
3 years = 6 semesters
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1. 
Semester

2. 
Semester

3. 
Semester

4. 
Semester

5. 
Semester

6. 
Semester

= 180 credits

 It is permitted to collect more or less credits per semesters.
 To get your degree you need 180 credits in total.

In each semester you collect (30) points (credits, C, ECTS): 
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Master  
2 years = 4 semesters
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1. 
Semester

2. 
Semester

3. 
Semester

4. 
Semester

= 120 credits

In each semester you collect (30) points (credits, C, ECTS): 

 It is permitted to collect more or less credits per semesters.
 To get your degree you need 120 credits in total.
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State Examination
Depending on the subject ca. 9-11 semesters
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First study segment Second study segment
Practical
Training
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In Göttingen:  Medical Science                       
Dentistry
Law



Questions?

Please write your questions in the chat or
raise your hand.
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What is the difference between credits and grades?
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credits
(ECTS)

grades

You receive them for a 
lecture/seminar if you have 

passed the exam or fulfilled the 
prerequisites. 

Each exam has a grade. If you pass 
the exam (regardless of the grade), 

you receive the full credits. 

 The more credits are allocated to a lecture/seminar, the more it counts towards your final grade. 
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Grading system for Bachelor and Master
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passed

1,0 1,3 1,7 2,0 2,3 2,7 3,0 3,3 3,7 4,0

Not passed

5,0

You have not passed an exam?
Most exams can be repeated twice!

Introduction for international students 202202.03.2022



13

ZSbZentrale Studienberatung

What is a module?

A degree programme is made up of various components.

Course of study Module Module Module Module Module

Module 
(8 ECTS)

Lecture
(4 ECTS)

Seminar 
(4 ECTS)
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There are three types of modules…
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Do I have to take all the modules

Compulsory
Modules

=  Modules I need to
take.

Elective Compulsory Modules

= a group of modules from which I 
have to choose some.

Elective Modules

= modules which can be
chosen freely.

What are„key competencies“?

Introduction for international students 2022

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/196183.html
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Questions?

Please write your questions in the chat or
raise your hand.
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? SURVEY: 

Which types of courses do you already know (from your
studies)?

A: Lecture
B: Seminar
C: Tutorial
D: Field Trip
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Types of courses

Lecture

Seminar, Excercise, Tutorial

Practical course

Independent self-study

Field trip

ZSbZentrale Studienberatung
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Where do I find information on the structure of my study
programme?

How do I know which modules I need to take?

What kind of exams are there?
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The regulations contain this information:

- Which modules do I have to take?
- Information on the area of professionalisation & key

competences
- Examples of timetables
- Information about the final thesis
- Some study programmes have a „de-registration-limit“ = which

modules/how many credits you must have completed by which
semester

Study regulations („Ordnung“)

ZSbZentrale Studienberatung

http://uni-goettingen.de/studienfaecher

1. choose your study programme

2. Structure
3. Regulations and module directory
(the top one is always up-to-date)

or

2. Subject Information
3. Regulations
(the top one is always up-to-date)
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Module directory („Modulverzeichnis“)

The module directory contains the following information:

- Content of a module
- Which courses belong to the module?
- Which exam do I have to take? How many credits do I 

get?
- When is the module offered? 
- Admission requirements of the module
- Recommended semester
- Duration of the module
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Excerpt from the module directory of „English Philology“
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Questions?

Please write your questions in the chat or
raise your hand.
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Exams, Learning & Time management
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Which types of exams are there?

What is important to consider when preparing for
exams?



Types of exams
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Written exam (with different types of questions)

Oral exam

Term paper

Presentation/talk

- There is often an exam period at the end of the 
lecture period with many exams in a short 
time. 

- Therefore you have to start the preparation in 
time.

- Term papers are often written during lecture-
free period.

- Presentations (in seminars) can be given alone
or in a group.

Introduction for international students 202202.03.2022

Zentrale Studienberatung ZSb



25

This is important:

- You are responsible for yourself.

- If you do not understand something, don’t hesitate to ask.

- Planning how to study for the exams ahead of time will be very helpful.

- Try to find a group to spend time with and study.

- If you are feeling stressed or anxious you can get help and advice at the University.

How do I organise my studies?

ZSbZentrale Studienberatung
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Advice for learning during the semester:

 Find a study group.

 Ask if there is anything you do not understand (e.g. during lectures).

 Choose a quiet place where you feel comfortable. (For example, in 
libraries, the KWZ or LSG, or outdoors: (https://www.blog.uni-
goettingen.de/de/lernorte/) 

 Schedule breaks and time for free time.

 If the workload is too much –> change your timetable: Reschedule 
modules/talk to faculty advisor.
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Advice for exam preparation:

 Find a study group.

 Most exams can be repeated twice.

 You can usually deregister from most exams up to one week/one
day prior to the exam date.

 If you suffer from exam anxiety, contact the Psychosocial 
Counselling (PSB) or the Central Student Advisory Service (ZSB).
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Further support for learning
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Check out the online content on 
learning: https://www.uni-
goettingen.de/de/639142.html

With the self-learning module „Lernen 
lernen“ you can tailor your daily
learning routine to your individual 
needs (only in German).
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Questions?

Please write your questions in the chat or
raise your hand.
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Advice and Support
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Advice and Support at the University Göttingen

Einführung für internationale Studierende 2022

ZSbZentrale Studienberatung
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An der Uni insgesamt: https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/beratungs-
+und+informationsstellen/47239.html

In den Fakultäten/Fächern über die A-Z Liste: https://www.uni-
goettingen.de/de/studienf%c3%a4cher+von+a+bis+z/3811.html

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/beratungs-+und+informationsstellen/47239.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/studienf%c3%a4cher+von+a+bis+z/3811.html


Advisory Service via telephone
+49 551-39-26146
Mon – Fri 10:00 – 12:00 
Mon, Wed 14:30 – 16:30 

Make an appointment
InfoLine +49 551-39-113
Mon – Thu 9:00 – 16:00 
Fri 9:00 – 13:00
infoline-studium@uni-goettingen.de

Contact to the Central Student Advisory Service
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Summary: this is important!
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Lecture = only an introduction to the
subject!

 Tutorials and excercises are very
important to understand everything.

 Search all information and materials
online (Stud.IP).

There is no academic year!

 Studies organized in semesters. 
(winter/summer term)

 The study programme is structured in 
building blocks (= modules).

 There are credits for each module.

Many things in your studies must be organized
independently!

 Search for rooms, courses and information
yourself. (-> regulations, module directory)

 Make your own timetable.
 Register and deregister for exams yourself.
 If you have questions: seek help and

advice!
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Thank you for your attention!

?! Do you have further questions?             

Please ask!
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