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With Nanjing-based photographer Ma Kang, and Dr. Ablet Semet from the Department of Central Asian
Studies at the University of Gottingen.

Welcome remarks by CETREN Project Leaders

«Professor Srirupa Roy, Director, Centre for Modern Indian Studies (CeMIS), University of Gottingen
«Professor Axel Schneider, Director, Centre for Modern East Asian Studies (CeMEAS), University of
Goéttingen

John R. Bowen,

Dunbar-Van Cleve Professor of Arts and Sciences at Washington University, St. Louis.

Britain has the widest network of shariah councils in the West, devoted mainly to dissolving marriages
for women. I examine how they deliberate, decide, and justify their decisions. They might seem to be an
anomaly: issuing judgments that cannot be enforced, referring to Islamic sources that have no basis in
English law. And yet in that respect they resemble strongly the dar al-qazi of India, and, indeed, offer a
striking illustration of a broader issue: state law cannot completely capture figh, and thus, inevitably,
there always remains a surplus of Islamic judgment. I illustrate this final point from current fieldwork
in Indonesia. This talk therefore discusses a basic problem of legitimacy and performativity that can be
seen in Islamic tribunals in England and in Indonesia (as well as in India and Egypt), and relates to the

problematic relationship of political sovereignty and religious commitment.



William Gould,
Professor of Indian History, University of Leeds.

The most vibrant debates about Indian secularism of the last 30 years grew out of a fascination with

the rise of Hindu extremism in India from the 1980s and early 1990s. Relatively little research has
explored the contingent moments and political contexts for the putative birth of the Indian secular state
between the late 1930s and 1960s. Yet the events of the period from 1930 to the 1950s, very much set a
pattern for what was to occur in the 1980s and 1990s. In those decades, not only was the very shape of
Indian secularism being decided and challenged, it was determined through three related processes:

the struggle to define Congress’s position on secularism; the working out of relationships between a
virgin developmental state and an Indian population accommodated to an authoritarian colonial model
of state power; and the crystalisation of Indian secularism in tandem with the idea of citizenship in
India, around independence. The formal definition of the citizen was tied up with regional change and
population movement which in turn affected the substantive citizenship rights of Muslims, and thereby
the quality of the secular ideal. For our argument, both the dialectic between ‘secular’ nationalism

and Hindu nationalism, and the broader dichotomy of modern nationalism vs. Indian culture are
misleading. Whilst Congress secular nationalism had its ideological core at the centre in the person of
Nehru, it is questionable how far it extended to the state and district Congress machinery. In places

like Uttar Pradesh, secular ideologies were challenged, contested and in a constant interplay of debate
and redefinition. If we cannot find a unifying and consolidated explanatory position for Indian ‘secular
nationalism’in the 1930s-50s, we can do so even less for secular nationalism in general, and perhaps not

at all for modern nationalism as a whole.



PROGRAM

4PM-4.20PM COFFEE BREAK

4.20-4.50PM THE VALUE OF COMPARISON




PROGRAM

4.50-6PM PANEL DISCUSSION

6-7PM RECEPTION




John R. Bowen is the Dunbar-Van Cleve
Professor of Arts and Sciences at Washington
University in St. Louis, and recurrent Visiting
Professor at the London School of Economics.
He has been studying Islam and society in
Indonesia since the late 1970s, and since 2001
has worked in France, England, and North
America on problems of pluralism, law, and
religion, and in particular on contemporary
efforts to rethink Islamic norms and civil law.
His most recent book on Asia is “Islam, Law
and Equality in Indonesia: An Anthropology
of Public Reasoning” (Cambridge, 2003). His
»Why the French Don’t Like Headscarves”
(Princeton, 2007) concerned current debates
in France on Islam and laicité. ,Can Islam

be French?” (Princeton, 2009) treated
Muslim debates and institutions in France
and appeared in French in 2011. “A New
Anthropology of Islam” from Cambridge and
“Blaming Islam” from MIT Press appeared in
2012, and “European States and their Muslim
Citizens” will appear from Cambridge in late

2013.

Bowen is currently writing “Shaping British
Islam”, to appear from Princeton. He also
writes regularly for The Boston Review. His
current work concerns ways to analytically
span regions in studying law, religion (Islam),

and the state.
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EXHIBITION

SECULAR MODERNITIES AND UIGHUR MUSLIMS IN WESTERN CHINA:
IMPRESSIONS FROM RURAL AND URBAN XINJIANG

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MA KANG AND ABLET SEMET
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