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For a long time biographical research by socio-
logists, and »Western« sociology in general, have
been almost exclusively focused on people born
and living in the wealthy and more powerful Global
North and its urban spaces. This volume is a con-
tribution to recent attempts to change this overly
narrow perspective. It centers on the biographical
stories and histories of individuals as parts of larger
groupings and groups, such as religious we-groups,
on the interplay between individual and collective
processes and the intertwining of collective discour-
ses and stories told by individuals. The geographical
focus of this book is on Africa and the Middle East.

Gabriele Rosenthal is a sociologist and Professor
of Qualitative Methodology at the Center of Methods
in Social Sciences, University of Gottingen.

Artur Bogner (PhD in social sciences) was researcher
and lecturer at the universities of Essen and Bielefeld
and at the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences
and Humanities. Since 2006 he has participated in
research projects on the de-escalation and escala-
tion of armed conflicts in Africa at the University of
Bayreuth.



