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Education and specialization: 
 1979-1984 Studies in Agricultural Sciences (Univ. Göttingen, Vienna) 
 1984 Diploma Agricultural Sciences, (Focus on Plant Production) 
 1988 PhD in Agronomy, Univ. of Göttingen 
 1995 Habilitation in Agronomy and Grassland Science, Univ. Gießen 
 
Academic appointments: 
 1984-1988 Research Assistant, Univ. of Göttingen (Agronomy) 
 1988-1989 PostDoc University of Göttingen (Environmental Sciences) 
 1989-1994 PostDoc University of Gießen (Grassland Science) 
 1994 Research Fellow (DFG) Institute of Grassland & Environmental  
  Research, UK 
 1995-1996 Associate Professor, Univ. of Gießen (Grassland Science) 
 since 1996 Full Professor (C3) Univ. of Göttingen, Grassland Science 
 
Other professional/academic positions: 
 since 1999 Member of the Editorial Board of Germ. J. Agron. 
 since 2002 Member of the Editorial Board of J. Agr. Crop Sci. 
 since 2002 Head of the German Grassland Society 
 2002-2006 Member of the board of the European Grassland Federation 
 since 2004 Member of the DFG Review Board 207 (Agriculture, Forestry,  
  Horticulture and Veterinary Medicine, subject area Plant Cultivation) 
 since 2005 Member of the board of the International Grassland Society 
 
Key research expertise: 
• Agronomy of grassland systems 
• Grassland management and biodiversity 
• Development of innovative schemes to enhance the agri-environment 
• Nitrogen and potassium cycling in forage production systems 
• Organic grassland farming and livestock production 

 
Major research funds since 2001 (selection): 
• Biodiversity and spatial complexity in agricultural landscapes – agroecology and socio 

economy, BMBF 01LC0620b, 2006-2009, 927.545 €, shared with R. Marggraf, T. 
Tscharntke 

• Mechanisation of landscape conservation in nature reserves and FFH areas, DBU AZ 
22629-34-0, 2005-2008, 529.590 €, shared with Agricultural Engineering Department at 
Goettingen University, co-operation with an industrial company 

• Analysis and evaluation of potential developments of forage production and animal 
nutrition in organic farming, BMVEL/BLE 514-43.20/03OE475, 2004-2007, 86.435 €, 
shared with Animal Nutrition Department at Goettingen University 

• Concepts for the accomplishment of ecological performances in agricultural landscapes - 
Biodiversity and spatial complexity, BMBF 01LC0020a, 2003-2006, 814.147 €, shared 
with R. Marggraf, T. Tscharntke 



• Integrating foraging attributes of domestic livestock breeds into sustainable systems for 
grassland biodiversity and wider countryside benefits, EU QLRT-1999-30130, 2001-
2005, 249.000 €, interdisciplinary project with partner institutions from five European 
countries 

• Nutrient availability and utilization of clover and forb rich grasslands along the chain of 
forage production, conservation, and digestion, BMVEL/BLE 514-43.20/02OE621, 2002-
2004, 71.052 €, together with Animal Nutrition Department at Goettingen University 

• Biodiversity and spatial complexity in agricultural landscapes under global change, 
BMBF 01LC0020, 2000-2003, 850.749 €, shared with R. Marggraf, T. Tscharntke, S. 
Vidal 

 
Other academic activities: 
• Peer reviewer for funding agencies (DFG, DAAD, DBU, BMBF, AvH, Studienstiftung, 

Czech Research Foundation) 
• Founder member of the Centre of Agronomy of Lower Saxony, contributing institutions: 

University of Goettingen (Agricultural Sciences, University of Hannover (Horticultural 
Sciences), Federal Biological Research Centre for Agriculture and Forestry (BBA), 
Federal Agricultural Research Centre (FAL) 
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Supervision of PhD students 
• Klimek, Sebastian, 2006: Effects of local and landscape factors on grassland plant 

biodiversity. Dissertation University of Goettingen.  
• Röver, Klaus-Ulrich, 2006. Grazing behaviour and performance of beef cattle on 

grassland managed for biodiversity benefits. Göttinger Agrarwissenschaftliche 
Beiträge, Bd. 16, 95 S. 

• Bertke, Elke, 2005. Ökologische Güter in einem ergebnisorientierten 
Honorierungssystem für ökologische Leistungen der Landwirtschaft. Herleitung – 
Definition – Kontrolle. Göttingen, Univ. Diss. ibidem Verlag, Stuttgart 

• Sahin, Nurdan, 2005. Vegetationsentwicklung und Weideleistung von Grasland bei 
extensiver Beweidung mit Ochsen. Cuvillier, 66 S. 
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