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I am ploased to recominend Fas L to you Tor & facnlty poesition in your department or school, Tao has
conmipletad his general exominations in the Department of Government aeverel yenrs agn, was awarded a
visiting fcllowship ol the Kellapz School, Northwesiern, for the Spring 2004 term, and successfirily
defender] his dectoral dissertation In Decomber 2004, Ho 1 a gifted formal thoorist, and his ideas are
provocative, but what fz especially impressive about him s hiz commitment not wercly to do the
mathemntica bt primarily to construet theories thal are fimdamentally oriented toward e empirical weorld,

Emvly in his mrduate sindent corcer, Tao wrote a very smart paper for Profcssor Teffry Briedet and e
(Governrrent 2158 ir fhe Fall 2000 1etm) called “The Meascnper Gaina,” thal serves as the basls for his
dissertation work, The idea is thet, in comnmunicating between {hemselves, two players (hwo nation-staies,
for cxample) wtilize ~ rometimes purposely, sometimes inndvortently — third-patty messcngers,  Thene
messengars ara not automatons, i rather should be thonght of as having inderosts of their own —
sometlmes i sympathy with tho recelver, sometimes with (he sonder. Too is inforested in differcnt
information environmments involving this arengement, and patticalarly with whethor or net, and to what
extent, the primary piayers share commen knowledge about the masyenger’s preferonces, This allows him
to coneerRuAlize haw openly hostile coumries bavo secret communications throngh a third couttry, how
allies stume inteliigence while there i possibility that ane of them will serve a5 an "onittentional
messengar,” aocidertally leaking the information to a thind siate, and other cases of siratepic information
transmission involving more than twa states that may have spillaver effects on domeatic politics,

Ho has taleen this iden of & messenger aa the thind-party in stzategic inkeractions invalving information
teansmission — an idea formmtated originally in the contoxt of inevirationat conflict and cooperation — and
fies applied it i an entirely novel ares, viz, leglslative politica. The messenger i fhis context is a
legiglative commitien that fransmits informaton from intereat proups to the {loor of the chamber. In Tag's
vicw special interests focus their lobbying ¢iftrt on jurisdictionally relov commitiets md do nat lobby
the floor ditectly. Commitices in thia perspective are not so onch subatantive sxports as they wre amnbedded
fr2 subrtantive networks, Thia plves thom axtraerdinary aceess, in compatison o non-commitiee Tepislators,
to specinlizod mibrmation possessed by speciad inforests, Committess, n fom, stratopieally transmit this
information (that had heen steategically tranamitted to them) to the floor. Tro's work in this aren s an
original epplication, one very rich in posaibilitics. What is most tapressive o my view i the way in which
Tao, & offizen of the TRC, hes mnstarsd the substance of lepisiative politics in the United, States and the
modeling literature associated with it. He bringg the petspective of an aumtsider to thiz substantive context.
His ntuitions arc characterized by knowledge hut not the associated baggage that Americanists affen
implicitly being along. It hay the feel of fresliness,

The seconcd paper, which constitles his job-market talk, gemerslizos the oripmal “mescsemper game”
formulation. The ihird paper ia empirieal, allowing Tao to demonstralo his solid methodelogical teaining
(from my colleagues Gary King and Jas Sckhom). Tt is o romerkable analysls of the debale ameng
diatributivi, fnformational, and partizan (heorists of legivlative politics. He diseovers 2 “unit of analysis™
problem in existing empirical work that hns prodnced binsed estimatora. Correeting for this difficulty, he
finds somcwhat sirprising realts, especiaily as applied to Rrelibiel's work on informational spproaches,

Tao L1 has Mone some teaching here at Harvard, and came to ns indtiafly with very good English langeape
skilla. Ihelieve that after five years here he stit) talla (oo rapidTy mnd has some slight writing awlowardness,
but neither of these probizme will be an ohatacle to scademic suecess in the classroom ar o rescateh, His
thepretical imagination is striking. s dilipence in mastering technical materinls ia apparcnt from the
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hriefest of eemviorsations with ki, Hin eapacity to leamn and Diring fresh imsighis 10 substantive maierials s
ane of liis most positive qualitizs, Y hope you and vour scarch commitice are gble to meot with him.

Sincercly yours,

K:Mﬂ. SL.‘\.-F'\_.-\

Kenneth A, Shepsle
Maikham Mrofessor of Government
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1 am wriling in support of Mr. Tao Li, who is applying for a job in your department,

Ihave not tanght Tao Li nor have 1 advised his disgertation. My voice shonld thus be
taken as that of an outsider. Becanse of our sharcd membership in & graduate research
training seminar over the past two years, T have nonetheless been able to witness Tao Lt at
work. Ihave been favorably impressed.

~ His work on eommnication in Congress, i would appear to me, takes important stops
forward, extending the work of Krebheil and Gilligan and others and reinvigorating the
debate abaut the rale of committees in logislatures. Equally as important, it places this
work, along with mosi of the important coniributions to the cheap tall literature, it a
general ffamework, He thus brings order to the fieid and gives it siracture. It i a very
nice picce of applied theory.

Given the amount that Tao Li has tausht me, and my low level of preparation in his fietd,
1 can affin my strong belief that he will be an effective instructor, Hig command of the
langnage is excellent. His altitnde is aggressive but warm, He takea paing to prepare and
to find a varicty of ways of getting his points over. He veadily moves betwoeen absiract

symbaols and intuitively apprehensible concepls. Frem my poinl of view, he was a very
fins teacher.

I steongly recommend Tao Li fo anyone who is looking for an applied theorist and
statistician who woiks on politics. He should liave a very fine carcer and make
sontributions both through his research and his teaching.

Sin cercly yonts,

|Gnard D

Rohert H, Bates
Professor of Goveriimeni



