Keynote Speakers
Prof. Dr. lan Duncan, University of California, Berkeley
English Literature

Prof. Dr. Eve-Marie Engels, University of Tiibingen
Ethics in the Life Sciences

Public Evening Lecture
19" November 2009, 5.30 p.m.

Prof. Virginia Richter (University of Bern)
Re-Placing Humans: Literary, Cultural, and Critical
Perspectives on Darwinism.

Since the publication of The Origin of Species in 1859, Darwin's
theory of evolution has revolutionised our understanding of the
natural and social world, generating unprecedented and far-
reaching consequences for the development of cultural, theo-
logical, sociological, biological and political discourses. For the
last 150 years, Darwin’s (r)evolutionary theory has been appro-
priated effectively by numerous fields of scientific research.
They have claimed The Origin of Species as one of the core texts
in their respective academic canons, hence turning evolution
theory into a universal meta-theory. The Darwinian parameters
of selection, variation and adaptation are generally acknowl-
edged as fundamental evolutionary principles for explaining
non-biological processes in fields as diverse as sociology, be-
havioural studies, cognitive science, and cultural studies. This
widespread dissemination of Darwin’s theory, as well as the
general fascination with Darwin as a scientist and a historical
figure, are reflected in the extensive and spectacular coverage
that Darwin and his work have received in the media in 2009.
The Department of English Studies at the University of Géttin-
gen and the Courant Research Centre »Evolution of Social Be-
haviour« celebrate the long-lasting impact of Darwin’s evolu-
tionary model in academic fields as well as popular culture with
an international three-day academic conference Darwin
Among the Disciplines on the occasion of the 150" anniversary
of The Origin of Species. By bringing together contributions
from the humanities and arts, natural sciences, social sciences
and theology, we shall explore the way in which Darwin’s
ideas have reshaped our understanding of human nature and
engendered ongoing debates and controversies.

Organisers / Contact / Registration

Prof. Dr. Barbara Schaff
Department of English Literature and Culture
E-mail: bschaff@uni-goettingen.de

Prof. Dr. Margarete Boos
Courant Research Centre »Evolution of Social Behaviour«
E-mail: mboos@uni-goettingen.de

Dr. Anca-Raluca Radu
Department of English Literature and Culture
E-mail: aradu@uni-goettingen.de

Website
http://www.english-literature.uni-goettingen.de

Venue

Lichtenberg-Kolleg: Historic Observatory
Geismar Landstralle 11, 37083 Géttingen
Map: http://www.uni-goettingen.de/tour/
show_tour.php?id=8420&typ=geb
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- Re search Centre »Evolution of Social
aviour«, and the Lichtenberg-Kolleg

The organizers would like to thank the National Library of Scotland for
the right to use photographic materials from its archival resources.




5:30

Keynote Lecture

7:00

Introduction

9:30 - 10:30

Coffee Break
Panel
Chair
11:00

11:30

12:00

Lunch Break
Panel

Chair

2:00

Keynote Lecture

2:30

3:00

Coffee Break
Panel

Chair

4:00

4:30

5:00 - 5:30

Conference dinner (7:00)

Introduction

9:30 - 10:30 Keynote Lecture

Coffee Break
Panel
Chair
11:00

11:30

12:00

Lunch Break

Panel
Chair
2:00

2:30

Panel
Chair
3:00

3:30

Coffee Break

5:00 — 6:30 Panel discussion
Chair

Participants:



