
BEST Exchange Kick-Off Event

22.03.2021, 12:00-13:45 (CET)

GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITÄT GÖTTINGEN

The event will begin in a few minutes.

If you encounter any technical difficulties, please contact Franziska Brinkmann or Fabian Krengel via a 
direct message in the chat.



Program
❖ Words of Welcome by the University of Göttingen

❖ Prof. Dr. Hiltraud Casper-Hehne, Vice President for Internationalisation
❖ Prof. Dr. Susanne Schneider, Dean of Studies for Teacher Education
❖ Prof. Dr. Carola Surkamp, Department Head for Teaching English as a Foreign Language

❖ A Brief Presentation of BEST Exchange

❖ Music Intermission from all BEST Universities

❖ Profiles and Expectations of the Partner Institutions
❖ Prof. Dr. Ruben Vanderlinde, U Gent
❖ Angela Musskopf, U Ivoti
❖ Laura Kirss, U Tartu
❖ Dr. Stellan Sundh, U Uppsala
❖ Fabian Krengel & Franziska Brinkmann, U Göttingen

❖ Closing and Outlook
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Welcome
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A Brief Presentation of BEST Exchange
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➢ DAAD-funded project in teacher education (01/2021-12/2024)
➢ DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service)

➢ Brazilian, Belgian, Estonian, Swedish Teacher (BEST) Exchange

➢ Supports teaching students’ mobility (physical and virtual)

➢ Partners: Instituto Ivoti (Brazil), UGent (Belgium), Tartu Ülikool 
(Estonia) and Uppsala Universitet (Schweden)



BEST Exchange Team
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Dean of Studies at the 
ZEWIL:

Susanne Schneider

Head of BEST
Exchange

Head of Teaching Physics

ZEWIL board 
member:

Carola Surkamp

Head of BEST 
Exchange

Head of English 
Language Teaching

Coordinators of BEST Exchange:

Franziska Brinkmann

International 
Coordinator

ZEWIL

Fabian Krengel

PhD Student

English Language
Teaching



A Brief Presentation of BEST Exchange
➢ Planned outcomes during the 4 year period:

➢ Joint Classrooms (for teaching students of all subjects)

➢ Student Mobility from Göttingen to the partners during winter*

➢ Student Mobility to Göttingen during the summer*

➢ Yearly Summer School for teaching students (blended format)

➢ Staff Mobility to Göttingen during the Summer School

* in the Northern Hemisphere
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BEST Plans 2021
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➢ Unfortunately, no physical mobility for students and staff in 2021

➢ Fully virtual summer school (instead of blended)

➢ Online staff network meetings

➢ Virtual formats to bring us together during summer/fall 2021
➢ Joint Classrooms

➢ Online buddy system for students

➢ Virtual social events

➢ Preparation of Erasmus partnerships and physical mobility starting from fall 2022
➢ Allows students from the EU partners to come to Göttingen (not covered by the DAAD)

➢ Allows us to design a suitable program for your students who will come to Göttingen in 2022



BEST Summer Schools (2021-2024)
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➢ Under usual circumstances:
➢ Travel expenses + accommodation for 5 

students per partner institution

➢ Travel expenses + accommodation for 
at least 1 lecturer per partner 
institution

➢ 5 experts/guests from other institutions

➢ Field trips and similar program points

➢ ECTS and certificates will be awarded



BEST Summer School 2021
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➢ 2021 virtual format:
➢ Topic: Virtual Exchange

➢ Likely allows for more participants

➢ Allows for more flexibility

➢ Make students and staff aware of the 
possibilities from 2022 onwards

➢ ECTS and certificates will be awarded



Questions?
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And now a brief
intermission...
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➢ New decree on teacher education in 2018

➢ Research based teacher education program (700 students) 

➢ 8 Domains (including several subdomains)

➢ Three trajectories

➢ Curriculum teaching component 

Courses theoretical education

Powerful learning environments

Classroom management 

Developmental psychology

Teaching in schools and society

TEACHER EDUCATION AT GHENT UNIVERSITY



TEACHER EDUCATION AT GHENT UNIVERSITY

➔ Overall vision
› Multiperspectivism

› Dare to think (Durf denken) 

➔ Ghent campus and three campuses in different regions in 

Flanders (Belgium)
› Live streaming to campuses 

› Active learning program

➔ Research-based topics (educating the next generation of teachers) 
› CLIL

› ICT and educational technology

› Diversity and inclusive education 

➔ ‘New’ evolution towards focus on video-based learning
› Video feedback via video-annotation software

› Clinical simulations
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Profile
➢ Nursery – Post Graduation (Lato Sensu)
➢ Emphasis: Languages, sports and arts
➢ Bilingual curriculum in German
➢ Teaching Training Courses - Bachelor
➢ Teachers work in Higher and Basic Education
➢ Academic research: Licencia&acturas
➢ Languages are organized by linguistic levels

according to the CEFR
➢Partnership with 13 City Halls to provide continuing

development for teachers











Teaching Programs Highlights

German students

➢ take the C1 exam (DSD II)
➢ 2-month study trip to Germany
➢ 140 extra hours of German

English students

➢ B2/C1 level at the end
➢ Take the TKT Cambridge Certificate (Modules 1, 2, 3)
➢ 400 hours of English



Teaching Programs Highlights

Pedagogy students

➢ Almost always become coordinators, principals, 
Head of the Education Department of the City

➢ First places in admissional processes

Research groups

➢ Undergraduates are able to participate in them
➢ Three: 1. Childhood: participation and ludicity

2. Bilingual Education
3.  Mathematical Literacy (Primary Years)



More information

➢www.institutoivoti.com.br

video
➢bit.ly/InstitutoIvotiEnglish





Teacher Education at 
the University of Tartu

• 25 programmes in 4 faculties

• Pedagogicum as a co-ordinating body for all 

teacher education programmes

• Common core module (60 ECTS) at MA level:

• General pedagogical competence (base) module (24 

ECTS)

• Practice module (24 ECTS)

• Didactics module (12 ECTS)

• MA programme generally 2 years and 120 ECTS
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Institute of Education
• 1000 students, ca 60 members of academic staff 

• In-service teacher training: 4000+ annually

• Some research topics: 

• professional development of teachers

• educational technology 

• learning analytics

• digital literacy

• special education 

• inquiry-based learning 

• students’ metacognition

• Multilingual and –cultural education

• Centre of Educational Innovation
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Teacher Education at Uppsala University

Faculty of Educational Sciences

- Research-based education for high-school teachers

- 20 different departments engaged

- Department of Education (EDU) for didactic studies with 310 employees and 
7,500 students in programs and courses. 

- Teacher programs for pre-school, primary school and secondary school

The teacher program for upper secondary school

- 10 or 11 semesters of full-time studies, mostly at BA level

- Combinations of sets of two school subjects possible:

Biology, Chemistry, English, French, Geography, German, History, Mathematics, 
Mother tongue (Arabic and Turkish), Philosophy, Physics, Religious education, 
Social sciences, Spanish, Swedish, Swedish as a foreign language



Three parts:

Subject studies (yellow)

Didactic studies (pink) - EDU

School practice (white) - EDU

Strong research areas at EDU:

Leadership in the classroom

Education for children with special 

needs

Sociology of education

Worth knowing:

International cooperation/exchange

(EDU = Department of Education)

The structure of the program for upper 
secondary school teachers



Teacher Education at the University of Göttingen
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➢ ZEWIL (Central Institute for Teacher Education and 
Research)

➢ Research-based study program for high school 
teachers (~2.500 students, 9 faculties)

➢ Bachelor (6 semesters), Master (4 Semesters)

➢ Almost any combination of 2 of these subjects:

➢ Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Computer 
Science, Geography

➢ German, English, French, Spanish, Chinese, Russian, 
Latin, Greek,  Philosophy and Ethics, History

➢ Politics, Religion, Physical Education



Teacher Education at the University of Göttingen
➢ Our special program: Lehramt PluS
➢ Several different certificates to deepen knowledge on specific topics in the field of teacher education

➢ For example: Education for Sustainable Development, Inclusive Education or CLIL

➢ 3 School Labs visited by pupils, where students can be involved
➢ Y-Lab: Humanities

➢ X-Lab: Natural Sciences

➢ B-Lab: Life Sciences
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Inclusive 
Education

Integrated 
Natural 
Sciences

Integrated 
Social Sciences

Education for 
Sustainable 

Development

Content and 
Language 
Integrated 
Learning



Outlook
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Roadmap: BEST Exchange (2021/22)
Timing Action Goal For Whom?

30th of April 2021 BEST Network Meeting
Virtual Exchange

Introduce everyone to the 
concepts of virtual exchange, 
make plans for the summer 
school 2021

Teaching, research and 
administrative staff from all 
partners interested in BEST 
Exchange

August/September 2021 BEST Summer School (Virtual)
Topic: Virtual Exchange

Teaching students, teachers 
and researchers from all 5 
partners and external experts 
discuss the topic of Virtual 
Exchange

Teaching students, teachers 
and researchers

Fall 2021 Virtual Exchange through Joint 
Classrooms and Social Events

Connect our institutions 
virtually

Teaching students and teachers 
from all 5 partners

Summer 2022 BEST Summer School 2022 Teaching students, teachers 
and researchers from all 5 
partners and external experts

Teaching students, teachers 
and researchers

Fall 2022 First student mobility with BEST Student mobility Teaching students
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BEST Network Meeting: Virtual Exchange
30.04.2021

BEST Network Meeting: Virtual Exchange

▪ With guest speaker Prof. Dr. Robert O‘Dowd 

▪ Meet possible partners for joint classrooms

▪ Discuss the content of the BEST summer 
school on the topic of Virtual Exchange

BEST EXCHANGE KICK-OFF MARCH 2021
32



Thank you very much!

We are looking forward to the Network 
Meeting!

E-Mail: lehrerbildung.international@uni-goettingen.de

Website: https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/best+exchange/637935.html

mailto:lehrerbildung.international@uni-goettingen.de
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/best+exchange/637935.html

