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29 November 2007

Professor Stephan Klasen, PhD
Department of Economics

Platz der Göttinger Sieben 3

D-37073 Göttingen

Re: Application for the tenure-track Professorship 
Dear Professor Klasen,
I am writing to you to apply for the tenure-track Professorship in the Courant Research Centre “Poverty, Equity and Growth in Developing and Transition countries”. I have received my Ph.D. (summa cum laude) from the University of Mannheim in 2006 and currently hold a position as Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Center for Microdata Methods and Practice within the Institute for Fiscal Studies in London. 
My fields of specialization are Applied Microeconomics, Applied Econometrics, Public and Demographic Economics. In particular, I am working on the consumer behaviour of older households which experience a huge drop in expenditures around retirement. This drop, the so-called retirement-consumption puzzle, concerns economists because of its potential implications for poverty in old age and its incoherence with the standard life cycle model.
While this work is based on German and UK data, my work on intra-household allocation (co-authored by Jürgen Maurer) focuses on Mexico. The access of women to household resources is as important to gender empowerment as the presence of women in public life, e.g. in managerial and political positions. However, little is known so far about the determinants of the balance of power within the household. Hence, we use a unique survey instrument -a self-assessed measure of say- and a semiparametric econometric methodology to explore the determinants of decision power within couples. In a new project, we analyse the burden of care-giving by family members with respect to work behaviour, cognitive disposition and health status.
Finally, I am planning a project on consumer behaviour in transition countries together with Heike Harmgart from the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. We plan to investigate the impact of supermarket entry and expansion on consumer welfare, in particular on food prices paid by the poor.
Though my background is in demographic economics and consumer behaviour, I think that these topics and the methodology fit well into the poverty and inequity focus of your centre. As described above, I am currently expanding my research focus towards developing countries and would be very much appreciate to work in an environment where I can pursue this further.
I am accustomed to working interdisciplinary due to my work experience at the Mannheim Research Institute for the Economics of Aging which is administering the interdisciplinary survey SHARE- Survey on Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe, and due to the nature of studies in demographic economics which interact with epidemiologists, sociologists and medical researchers. 

Furthermore, I have a successful track record of acquiring third party funding: During my PhD, I have received funding from the Volkswagen Foundation for a research project together with two colleagues. Additionally, I am Principal Investigator for the ESRC-funded project on “The Demand for Durables in the Second Half of Life”.
Please find enclosed my application material including four reference letters by Andrew Chesher (UCL), Martin Browning (Oxford), Axel Börsch-Supan (Mannheim) and Thomas Crossley (Cambridge).

I will be attending the ASSA meeting in New Orleans and the Third PhD presentation meeting in London. I would greatly appreciate the opportunity to be interviewed by your department during one of these conferences.

Please feel free to contact me if you need additional information.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Melanie Lührmann
