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Course description

This course covers a wide range of methods of policy impact evaluation. It introduces students to
standard impact (experimental and quasi-experimental) techniques, but also covers also simulation
methods (microeconometric models and general equilibrium approaches). The course focuses on
applications in the context of developing countries. The methods, however, are universal and can
be applied similarly to OECD countries. Literature and supplementary material for the lecture can
be found in StudIP.

Some examples for economic policy questions that can be addressed using the presented
methods:

¢ Do the poor benefit from microcredit programs?
e What are the effects of trade liberalization on poverty?

e What are the effects of tax reform?

In March 2014, a follow-up seminar will be scheduled where the acquired knowledge can be
applied to examine case studies, programs and economic policy interventions in detail.

Participants

Master in Economics and related.

Credits

The course is graded with 6 ECTS credits.

The course will include a final examination of 90 minutes. Furthermore, every participant is
expected to present an empirical research paper from the evaluation literature during the tutorial.
Further details will be announced during the course.

Schedule
Lecture Thursdays 12-14 and 14-16 h, ZHG - ZHGO003, Oct 31 — Dec 12, 2013
Tutorial Mondays 14-16 h, ZHG - ZHG002, Nov 4 — Dec 16, 2013

Exam tha
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2. Quasi-experimental and experimental methods
2.1 The evaluation problem and randomization
2.2 Experimental methods
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2.4 Practical aspects

3. Simulation models
3.1 Micro simulations
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